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Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club EST. 1965
In our cover photo, golfers warmed
up at the driving range for the 2017
Best Ball Tournament. With perfect
weather and 108 players competing,
the May 27-28 tournament was bigger and better than ever this
year. The team of well-known Olympia golfer Ryan Earl (and Justin's
Gravatt's brother-in-law) and Josh
Nunamaker from Idaho Falls, Idaho, split the $550 top prize. AGYC
member Jim Lanman and his son
Justin won 1st Gross in the 1st Division. With so many golfers on the
course, it was a profitable weekend
for our club.
Photo courtesy of Julie Hinman.

Report from the GM Claire Richmond 360-898-2560 gm@alderbrookgolf.com
Hello AGYC Family!
Warm weather is here and golf is underway. The sunshine and robust tournament schedule really have the course buzzing! While we are searching for our next great Head Pro,
Kyle Preston and Fred Bader, PGA, will keep the golf operation running smoothly.
Please think of giving Pro Shop gift cards when shopping for dads and grads. Gift cards
may be purchased online or in person at the Pro Shop and used for tee times and golf
merchandise. Remember, they never expire!
The Clubhouse will remain open during its scheduled repainting, which is expected to take place in late
June/early July depending upon the rate of dry out. During a recent meeting with the painting professional,
he explained that beginning to paint any sooner than when the shingles are completely dry will result in a
“tiger stripping” effect on the finished product. We will keep you posted through email when we have a date
the painting will commence.
Gardner Mike has worked dutifully to restore the Clubhouse landscape after a long, wet winter. He was able
to source some wonderful annual color which should arrive any day. While we continue the search for a
skilled maintenance person, Chad and his “Green Team” have really stepped in to close the loop on some
Continued on Page 3
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AGYC Board Meeting Summary
A copy of the complete Board minutes, along with all reports
submitted at the meeting, can be seen on the AGYC website and
in the Business Office.
The Board met on Monday May 22, 2017, at 6pm at the Clubhouse.
The Board reviewed the proposed documents for the Annual Homeowners
meeting, which will be held on Sunday, June 11, at 4pm. The Board is recommending an O&M increase to $255/month. The additional $5 would be added
to the Reserve account. Ballots were mailed out last week. The Board encourages all members to attend the meeting.
Several Policy changes were voted on at the meeting. The Pet Policy and the
Lot Combination Policies were approved, and the Policy to allow for gasolinepowered golf carts on the golf course failed. New Policies on Construction
Guidelines and Memorials on the golf course have both been postponed until a
future date. All Policies are available on the website.
A complete report on the audit of our 2015-16 financial records has been posted to the website.
The Builder Incentive Program introduced last month was very successful.
Offers have been made on 10 AGYC-owned lots, six from individuals or
builders and four from Alderbrook Properties. Signs are being ordered to identify additional AGYC-owned lots which are for sale. Anyone interested is
asked to contact our GM Claire Richmond in the Business Office.

Foremast Editorial Team:
Ginger Bridwell, Joan Crandall,
Mary Gin Kennedy, Shaunna Webb
Judy Wall, Advertising —360-8980283
Julie Hinman, Technical Assistance
Submission DEADLINE:
No later than the

24th of each month
If you would like to place an ad in
the Foremast, please contact Judy
Wall. If you have a name, address or
phone number change, please contact Ginger Bridwell, 360-898-7252.
If you would like an event to be
included in the monthly calendar or
have other questions, please contact
Mary Gin Kennedy, 206-853-1649.
Note: This newsletter contains material
submitted by third parties. Alderbrook Golf
& Yacht Club cannot be held responsible
for any illegality arising from error, omission or inaccuracy in such material.

NOTE THE DATE: The next regular Board meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 19, 2017, at 6pm.
Board officers will be elected at this meeting. All members are welcome!

The Welcome Committee is excited to announce its second Welcome Reception
for 2017. As we did in January, we will host a Welcome Reception for new AGYC
members on Saturday, June 10, from 4 to 6 pm.
We invite veteran members to join us for hors d’oeuvres at the Clubhouse to honor and meet new neighbors and visit with old friends. Mark your calendars today
to attend this community event. There will be more information to come!
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immediate maintenance items. Thanks to Chad and his team, the Clubhouse deck has been given a wellneeded scrubdown and our Annex had an important item resolved, as well.
The Clubhouse restaurant and bar are on summer schedule beginning June 1. Chef Leon will also offer a
“trial” breakfast menu available Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Please think of the Clubhouse for breakfast,
lunch and dinner this summer. Our lovely hostess Jane has some fabulous Friday and Saturday entertainment lined up. Please watch the calendar and join us!
I am ecstatic to lead a superb team in our commitment to building a strong focus of serving our community members and increasing the number of people who benefit from this majestic community
Looking forward to a marvelous summer with you!

Claire

From the Green Superintendent—Chad Johnson
Golf Course Etiquette Is An Integral Part of the Game
Golf has always been a game of rules. These rules, frequently called etiquette, should
be as internalized as your golf swing. Care of the course is an essential part of golf etiquette. It is the responsibility of individual golfers, as well as green superintendents, to
maintain the course. According to the USGA, in recent years, green superintendents
have noticed an emerging trend of lack of course care by golfers.
As we begin a new season, promising to be one of the best ever at Alderbrook, I wanted
to review some basic etiquette relating to care of the golf course.
Divots: Generally, if the divot remains intact, it should be replaced in the interest of
playability. There is no hard and fast rule for divot replacement, but a good rule of
thumb is that if you can pick up the divot, you should replace it. If the divot does not
survive, fill it in with a sand mixture.
Ball Marks: The most important playing surfaces on the golf course are the greens,
and ball marks are often the most noticeable blemishes on the greens. To fix your
ball mark, use a golf tee, knife, pencil or ball mark tool to gently pull up the area
where the ball hit, then push the grass toward the center and tap it down with a club
or your foot until the area is smooth and even with the surrounding green. Be careful
not to tear the roots of the grass in the process.
Bunker Care: After playing from a bunker, you should rake the bunker to restore its condition.

Cart Restrictions: (Lack of) observation of golf cart restrictions is one of the biggest problems golf
courses face. The primary purpose of cart restrictions is to protect the turf and playing areas from unnecessary wear-and-tear. Under adverse conditions, the damage golf carts can do in a single day may take
several days or weeks to recover. Please stay on the paths on “Paths Only” days.
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Men’s Club News By Gary Gozart
Wham! It hit us suddenly. Glorious sunshine made a belated appearance and seems to be hanging around. It only shows that sunny days come to those who wait, and wait, and wait. But
enough sniveling about our spring weather. This place is really beautiful when the sun shines
and the rhodies and flowering trees are in bloom.
Just about everyone is back home now from their winter abodes. They are easy to spot when
they arrive. They are the ones wearing coats over long underwear. I only presume they are wearing long underwear, though some of the guys have admitted same.
The first Home and Home of the season is in the books. We had two fine days of golf and weather with our
Lakeland Village friends. Alderbrook won the first day here and Lakeland won at home by sufficient margin
to win for the first time in memory. Next up is Indian Summer in June so sign up as
soon as possible.
Our Men’s Club Best Ball Tournament is coming up so get a partner and sign up
soon. Remember to pay before playing in this and all MC events. Also, note that the
board and chips are now located in the Pro Shop prior to Wednesday play so you
can throw your chip in the tray and hand your five dollars to the staff if you choose.
Remember, too, if you score a net perfect game, you win $50, and, if you should
ace a hole you win $150. You cannot afford not to get in the game.
I hope you all took a moment on Memorial Day to remember those who gave their
all for this wonderful country we call home.
Cash Basis
Financial Report Summary
Ending April 2017

Reciprocal Golf Courses
An AGYC Membership Benefit

Income
Expenses
Net Income

Actual
$212,620
$191,288
$ 21,332

Budget
$226,345
$191,292
$35,053

Reserve Income

$ 17,630

$ 17,395

AGYC members have reciprocal privileges at ten
golf courses in Washington and Oregon. All reciprocal play must be booked through the Pro Shop by
calling (360-898-2560, ext. 1) or by emailing
golfshop@alderbrookgolf.com. Reciprocal courses
may require a cart rental with the complimentary
green fees. If you have any questions, please call the
Pro Shop. Otherwise, take advantage of this great
AGYC membership benefit!

Account Balances
Operating Funds
$ 35,053
Contingency
$ 64,473
Reserves
$521,846
Debt Service Fund
$ 28,817

Gig Harbor Golf Course in Gig Harbor, WA.
Grays Harbor Country Club in Aberdeen, WA.
Kitsap Golf and Country Club in Bremerton, WA.
Newaukum Valley Golf Course, Chehalis, WA
Peninsula Golf Club in Port Angeles, WA.
Springfield Golf Club in Springfield, OR
Sunland Golf & Country Club in Sequim, WA.
Tri-City Country Club in Kennewick, WA.
Twin Lakes Golf & Country Club in Federal Way,
WA.
Whidbey Golf Club in Oak Harbor, WA.

AGYC Parcel Summary as of report date:
AGYC
39
Private (in good standing)
494
Private (delinquent)
15
Alderbrook Properties
158
Total
706
Home Sales Report
6 Homes closed in April
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Ladies Club News By Ginny Chitwood
Captain’s Cup. Our annual, match play tournament starts on June 1. The game features hole-by-hole scoring
instead of an end-of-the-round total score. Basically, you can royally mess up on a hole, but it’s just one
hole. You either win or lose that hole, but it doesn’t matter by how much or how little. You start afresh on
each hole. Check the Ladies Club bulletin board for the pairings and rules of play. Scheduling your match is
easy—in addition to regular ladies days, you may play any time that is mutually agreeable to both parties.
Booklets. Our Ladies Club booklet contains a wealth of good information about our activities and our members. There are a couple of corrections to note, however. The time for the monthly meetings through September is 8am with golf starting at 9am or whenever the meeting is over. Yacht Club is staying on Mondays
instead of switching to Fridays. If you see anything else, please send fixes to Penny Shelton,
penniepaints@yahoo.com.
Monthly Meeting. Show up at 8am on Tuesday, June 6, for the monthly meeting. Bring your questions and
ideas. If you wish, bring a donation for Turning Pointe, the Shelton facility for abused women and children.
Flag Day. Be sure to sign up for this fun event on Thursday, June 15. You add your handicap to par and then
"plant" your flag where your ball lands after hitting that many shots.
First Mates. Our annual 2-lady best ball tournament for both AGYC members and outside players is Thursday, July 13. This year's theme is "Puttin’on the Ritz." If you haven't already signed up, there's still time for
you to find a partner either from Alderbrook or another course. Remember that the handicap difference is 10
strokes or less. Don't delay. This tournament fills up early. Entry forms are available in the Pro Shop. Note:
There's no regular Ladies Club play on that day.
WSWPLA and TWGA. The deadlines have passed for the June tournaments, but there’s still time to sign up
for the July events. The July WSWPLA tournament is the 3-day championship, and it’s at Alderbrook this
year on July 17, 18 and 19. To be eligible, you must have played in at least one WSWPLA event after last
July’s championship. The deadline to sign up is June 27. The July TWGA is at Oakbrook on July 10; the
sign-up deadline is June 28. Check the bulletin board for more info. These “away” games are lots of fun!
Cards and Games. On Wednesdays, Hand ‘n Foot is at 10am; Mahjong at
2:30pm; Mexican Train Dominoes is at 2pm on Fridays—all at the Clubhouse. Just show up if you're interested. Bridge is at 10am on Wednesdays at
the Annex. Since they need four players to a table, please call Billie Hendrickson or Sharon Dufresne if you’d like to participate. For any of the
games, don't stay home if you don't know how to play. They'll teach you.
18 Holers

Rhodie Results

1. Mary Lockwood, Sally Steffan and Jill Skogstad
2. Astrid Ellefsen, Cathy Bader and Penny Warren
3. Paulette Johnston, Katie Stull and Catherine Laatz
4. Jan Fitzgerald, Karen Dobson and Penny Shelton
5. Leona Klein, Fran Hammack and Asue Barnes
9 Holers
1. Del Bailey, Karen Aumend and Jan Hinman
2. Betty Olson, Maxine Baillie and Precy White
Closest to the Line
Maxine Baillie

Party Bridge Results

May 3:
1st-Joan Russell
2nd-Joyce Mallory
3rd-Evelyn Flickinger
Slams: Joan Russell, Anne
McGinness
May 10
1st-Pat Lewallen
2nd-Larry Hendrickson
3rd-Carol Johnson
May 17
1st-Evelyn Flickinger
2nd-Sharon Dufresne
3rd-Joyce Mallory
May 24
1st-Joyce Mallory
2nd-Jan McClure
3rd-Sharon Dufresne and
Nell Martin
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DON’T FORGET TO ATTEND
AGYC’S 50TH ANNUAL MEETING
ON SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2017, AT 4 PM
AT THE CLUBHOUSE
ON THE AGENDA:
APPROVAL OR REJECTION OF THE

Seated left to right: Board of Directors candidates David Hawkins, Michael Johnston, Sr.,
Tim Micek, Wayne Haesel and Ferde Grofe
answered questions from AGYC members
at the Candidates' Forum on May 21.

PROPOSED 2017-2018
HOA BUDGET AND RESERVE
AND
ELECTION OF TWO MEMBERS TO
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

It's not quite the Kentucky Derby,
but golfers are "Always Dreaming"
of winning a Horse Race golf competition. In the Best Ball Horse
Race on May 27, two-person teams
alternated shots and had the option
of winning a honey pot instead of
running for the red roses. Hole-byhole, the teams with the highest
scores were eliminated until only
one team was left, the winners Mike
Jessee and Willy Hirano. Shown
here are golfers putting on the 10th
green.
Photo courtesy of Michael Johnston
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NEWS FROM YOUR HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION BOARDROOM
By Rhonda Westover, Board of Directors President

SUMMER HAS ARRIVED!
Gardens are growing, the golf course is green and lush, and there are many new faces in our
community! The Welcome Committee has scheduled its semi-annual reception for Saturday,
June 10. Please stop by the Clubhouse to meet old neighbors and make new friends between 4
and 6pm.
BOARD RETREATS IN 2016-2017
During the past year, your HOA Board of Directors has met quarterly to brainstorm short-term (3-to-5 year)
goals for our HOA community. Potential goals that will be discussed further in future town hall meetings
may include:
1.
What action do we take when the seven-year note on the golf course loan comes due in five years?
When the loan was refinanced in 2015, it allowed the HOA to pay off the loan on the Annex in mid-2016.
Going forward, the funds previously earmarked for the Annex were committed to reduction of the principal
on the golf course loan. The note allows prepayment without penalty of up to $30,000 in principal. Some
options discussed by the Board include refinancing at the then-available interest rate or an assessment to pay
off the loan and reduce the HOA debt.
2.
Earlier this year, the Roads and Drainage Committee presented a Roads and Drainage Study to the
Board. It provides incredible detail regarding drainage issues that need to be addressed and a plan for phased
maintenance and/or reconstruction of our roadways. The price tag is high, but the issues need to be discussed and addressed. The study is available on the website. How do we get the job done? Increase the contributions to our Reserve and tackle the project as funds become available? Schedule assessments, and, if so,
when and how much? How critical is drainage and road work to our community?
3.
In conjunction with Roads and Drainage, PUD #1 recently identified a shortage of potable water in
our area. Does the HOA want to be proactive regarding use of water? Did you know that lots in adjacent
Union communities cannot get building permits because of lack of water supply? Did you know our golf
course irrigation system draws off the potable water supply or that using potable water costs the HOA over
$70,000 each year in water use? Is it time to consider water retention/reclamation options for our HOA? We
have natural low spots in the golf course, unbuildable lots in our inventory, and drainage issues. Do we want
to explore reclamation and/or retention of water to reuse for the golf course? This issue could likely be
plugged into the Roads and Drainage Study we have in hand.
4.
Is it time to think outside the box for additional revenue? Supporting our developer’s efforts to market lots and build homes is a huge first step, along with thoughtful liquidation of AGYC-held lots. This
HOA is more than just a golf course. It is an outdoor mecca in the summer and a treasure box of indoor activities in the winter. The Strategic Planning Committee is looking at long-term goals for our community,
but what about the next three to five years?
How can we utilize the incredible view at The Pointe, at least in the short term? We’ve got reservations for
functions, including a wedding, on the books for this summer and next. Do we want permanent benches or
tables set up? What about a moveable or permanent gazebo or arbor? How about a short range practice area
or a 9-hole (or 18) putting course in the back, far side of The Pointe? Do you have ideas?
Continued on page 8
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5.
Each year the HOA issues short-term permits for RVs when visitors and families of members join us
for events in the summer. Have you walked in the back of the driving range parking lot? There is a large
area, virtually camouflaged from the Clubhouse, with access to water and power. What do you think about
four or five concrete dry RV pads—with water and power hookups— for rent? How about a weekend rate,
including a golf cart, to navigate the community? Or a stay-and-play-with golf rounds? Do you have ideas?
IT’S A NEW FISCAL YEAR!

Finally, the 2016-17 fiscal year is at an end. Your ballots and the 2017-18 budget should be in your mailboxes now, and the Annual Membership meeting and elections for the Board of Directors is right around the
corner on Sunday, June 11, at 4pm. Please make your vote count by either (1) delivering your ballot in person at the Annual Membership meeting, or (2) dropping it in the slot at the Business Office, or (3) mailing it
to the Elections Committee, P.O. Box 42, Union, WA 98592, for delivery no later than Saturday, June 10.
THANK YOU!
I want to take this opportunity to say “thank you”. Thank you to the Board members for their hard work,
bringing issues forward, being prepared, and making difficult decisions for the future of the HOA during this
past year.
The Board rides on the coattails of our committees. We would not be able to investigate, research and identify community issues without the dedication of time and sense of community exercised by our committee
chairs and members. Thank you to each of the committees for volunteering their time and doing the hard
work of finding consensus in a widely diverse community.
Another thank you to outgoing General Manager, Rick Verbarandse, and incoming General Manager, Claire
Richmond. We have a beautiful, forward-looking community because of their vision, and the dedication of
our employees, under the guidance of their department heads—the hard work of Janet Wood and Kayla Arevalo in the office; Leon and Jane Longan and Ben Kersey in the restaurant and bar; Chad Johnson with the
greens and maintenance crews; and Jake Hanson and now Acting Pro Kyle Preston in the Pro Shop. We
don’t tell you often enough how much we appreciate all you do for our community.
Finally, to the community. Thank you for providing your comments and insights by attending workshops and
Board meetings and filling out surveys and for respecting the process that is inclusive of all members—
homeowners and land owners, golfers and non-golfers, retired and employed, young and old. Even though
we may not always agree on every issue, we are blessed with a generous and caring community that is willing to come together any time the need arises to help neighbors, friends and our HOA. Thank you.

Member Directory Corrections
Please make these changes to your 2016—2017 Member Directory.
New or Corrected Phone Numbers or Email Addresses:
Archie and Teresa Araujo
Tom and Carolyn Kennedy
360-898-0137 (new landline)
360-898-2793 (new landline)
tomandcarolyn@hcc.net (new email)
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From the Head Pro—Jake Hanson
Greetings to all the wonderful members of Alderbrook!
Writing my final article for this fantastic membership is not an easy
task! As many of you know by now, I will be transitioning back up
north and assuming the role of Head Professional at Mill Creek Country
Club. It was an incredibly difficult decision for my family to make, as
I’ve enjoyed my time at Alderbrook more than you’ll ever know. I’m
grateful to the members for the warm welcome I received when I started
at AGYC, and how nice and supportive everyone has been along the
way. AGYC truly has an incredible group of members in a very special
area that I’ll always hold in high regard.
I’m very thankful to our former General Manager, Rick Verbarendse, as well as to our current Board of Directors, for giving a “young buck” like me this great opportunity and for allowing me to take the reins of the
golf operation and make it my own. The flexibility and freedom you gave me made this experience truly enjoyable and rewarding and less of a “job” than these roles often turn out to be. We’ve put a lot of effort and
love into the golf operation over the last year, and I feel we have everything headed in a great direction! Your
new General Manager, Claire Richmond, will serve as a great addition to the AGYC team, and her leadership
will ensure that the ball keeps rolling in the proper direction!

If I had to leave any parting words with the membership, this would be my advice:
•

Play golf with as many members as possible. Enjoy each other’s company, and branch out within your
community to learn who your neighbors are.

•

Continue to support your club. It’s your organization! Eat in your restaurant, shop in your Pro Shop,
and participate in more golf events. When you do, the bottom dollar comes back to you!

•

Help the next golf professional the way you’ve helped me. You’ve all made my time at AGYC so special, and those sentiments will go a long way with your new pro.

If I can do anything for any of you in the future, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. You know where to
find me. Lastly, sorry for the weather this winter. I swear it wasn’t my fault!

Thirsty on the course? Longing for
a cold beverage? We can fix that.
During June, the restaurant staff
will run the beverage cart on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from
11am to 5pm, depending on demand. We look forward to serving
you. Keep your eye out for us
during your round.
Photo courtesy of Julie Hinman
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AGYC Geocaches Waking Up from Their Winter Naps
By Julie Hinman
During the summer of 2015, the Marketing Committee hid a geocache somewhere
on AGYC public property and invited geocache enthusiasts to seek out and discover out cache. Several other caches (travel bugs) have also been launched over the
past two years.
We have not provided an update on our geocaches and travel bugs since last fall
because most activity falls off over the winter. Like the weather, things are finally heating up again and so is
the activity of our geocaches. New visitors have discovered our AGYC caches. One visitor recently commented: “Beautiful little park! Thanks for the creative cache. What an absolutely beautiful location! Found
after a short search. Favorite point here.”
Although we have not heard from several of our traveling caches for a long time, we hope the summer season gets them moving again. Meanwhile, we have been tracking other caches as they travel around the
globe. One cache had an active winter in Wales where it was last seen at the North Wales 2016 Mega Event,
an annual geocaching event in the United Kingdom.
As people find or move a cache, they log it into the geocache website, and we get updates, but they are not
always in English. Here is the entry from May 24, 2017: “Heute hier gesehen. Weiter eine gute Reise.”
Translation : Today seen here. Continue a good (or safe) trip.
Keep an eye out for more geocache updates at we continue to draw visitors to our area and show off our
amazing community!

Community Announcements
Direct Debit for AGYC Dues: Did you know that you may automatically pay your AGYC dues using direct
debit (direct withdrawal) by signing up for automatic withdrawals from your bank account? Direct debit
saves processing time and costs for your Homeowners’ Association, too, and ensures that your dues are paid
on time. The Business Office can set up direct debit for you. Please call 360-898-2560 ext. 2 or email
admin@alderbrookgolf.com.
Electronic Monthly Statements: Another way to help your HOA save time, postage and paper is by signing
up to receive your monthly AGYC statements via email. Just reach us in the Business Office by calling
360-898-2560 ext. 2 or by emailing admin@alderbrookgolf.com.
Notary Public: Our Office Assistant Kayla Arevalo is a Notary Public and will notarize documents for
AGYC members at no charge during normal office hours in the Business Office.
New Area Code: Change is coming in the way you dial local calls. A new Area Code (564) is being introduced in Western Washington for new telephone service beginning on August 28 and will overlap with the
360 Area Code. On July 29, you must dial the 10-digit number, including the Area Code, for all local calls.
After July 29, local calls will not be completed without the correct Area Code.
Please remember to update other equipment which is now programmed to dial local seven-digit numbers,
such as medical alert devices, safety and security equipment, home alarms, speed dialers, stored contact lists
in telephones or fax machines, to the new 10-digit number. For further information, see p. 17.
National Night Out: Efforts are underway to hold a neighborhood-based National Night Out on August 1.
Stay tuned for further details.
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The Environment Committee—Keeping Alderbrook Beautiful
By Ginny Chitwood, Co-chair of the Environment Committee

Flower Baskets on Tees: It’s official – Summer is almost here now that the flower baskets
are up at the tees around the golf course. Environment Committee members water them on a
regular basis, but sometimes Mother Nature dries them out too fast, and they need help. If
you see drooping flowers while golfing, please share a bit of your water bottle with them.
The next meeting of the Environment Committee is Friday, June 16, at 10am in the Clubhouse followed by a weeding work party. All are invited to attend.

The Environment Committee is working
on a restoration of the Memorial Garden, located at the corner of E. Manzanita Drive and E. Country Club Drive
W., using funds raised during last summer's tour of AGYC gardens.
Photo courtesy of Julie Hinman.

Environment Committee members (left to
right Co-chair Karen Logan, Judy Brockmann and Dee Dee Hammer) are hard at
The miserable weather on April
17 did not deter Teresa Araujo from work on May 22 cleaning up the landscaping in front of the Annex.
participating in the Environment
Committee's "pick up the litter" par- Photo courtesy of Ginny Chitwood.
ty. All on her own, she collected 20
pounds of litter. What an amazing
accomplishment! Please follow her
example and pick up any litter you see
when you are out and about in our
beautiful community.
Photo courtesy of Denise Dickinson.

Ladies Club Rhodie Tournament
Left: After the tournament on May 25,
Rhodie participants enjoyed another
delightful lunch in the Clubhouse.
Right: Not surprisingly, winners of the
Rhodie Tournament took home a
beautiful rhododendron plant.
Photos courtesy of Julie Hinman
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Yacht Club, Michael Johnston, Commodore
May was a lot of fun. We had 100 folks show up for a wonderful Mexican Fiesta. The food
was great, and the margaritas were pretty good too! Congrats to Ron McClean for winning the
50/50 drawing and to Julie Hinman, who won a huge bottle of tequila.
Well, it is finally time to say welcome to June and the beginning of your Yacht Club’s outdoor
extravaganzas. Mark your calendars for the second Monday of each of the next four months
(June through September). We are moving to the Wickiup on June 12 for games, food and fun
starting at 3pm. Dinner service will begin at 5pm. With our move to the Wickiup comes a reminder to bring your own plates and silverware. Glasses and beverages will be provided by
this year’s Rear Commodore Pete Wall.
June’s menu features chicken as the main entrée, and it will be provided by the Yacht
Club so you will only need to bring a side, a salad or a dessert. Your caller will let you
know what is needed.
If you are a returning member and you haven’t received a call by Saturday, June 10,
give our Social Coordinator Rick Reclusado a call at 360-898-4547, or, if you are going
to be a new member, call him and he’ll let you know what to bring to join the party.
2017 membership dues are $25 per person for the year. Guests
are $10 per person per event, and this year kids 12 and under are free.
Now that the warm weather has arrived, let’s get out and play some competitive
games of bocce or horseshoes and enjoy the beautiful sunlight at the Wickiup! We
hope to see you there on Monday, June 12!

Left: Against the backdrop of a busy
cocktail hour, Bob and Dianne
Brown (seated left to right) enjoy
sipping margaritas at the May 8
Yacht Club dinner.
Right: There is no shortage
of delicious home-cooked
food at Yacht Club potluck dinners.

Left: Yacht Club members have time
to mingle, table hop and engage in
animated conversations before
dinner.
Right: At Yacht Club, old friends use
the hour before dinner to catch up
on the latest news
Photos courtesy of Mary Gin
Kennedy
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The House and Facilities Committee Prepares for Summer
By Sharon Ferguson, Chair of the House and Facilities Committee

Finally the sun is out! I was beginning to wonder if we were ever going to see summer this year. How
great to see the sun and feel its warmth. After a long, cold winter, everyone is donning their summer
clothes and enjoying their yards or the golf course. Let’s hope it is a long, sunny summer.
Our committee would like to welcome our new General Manager, Claire Richmond. For those of you who
have not yet met her, stop by and say hi.

By now, I hope most of you have been able to see the beautiful photographs of our golf course taken by
George Stenberg Photography that are hanging in our dining room and entry. (See p. 15 which shows one
of George’s photos in the background of a bingo photo.) These photos capture the true magnificence of our
surroundings. We want to raise enough money to purchase two more of George’s photographs for our entry. He has been waiting patiently for the right lighting to memorialize even more of our beautiful community. Please pass the word that we are looking for donations to get those two additional photographs,
It looks like we are going to get our Clubhouse painted soon now that the weather is warming up. The
painter wanted to make certain our shake siding was completely dry before starting to paint. Let’s keep
our fingers crossed the sun stays out. Our Clubhouse is badly in need of a paint job.
We lost our maintenance man last year, and, while we are in the process of looking for someone new, we
could use some help cleaning up around the Wickiup. There is moss on and under the tables; the ground needs raking before the picnic tables are brought out;
and there is weeding to do. If you have some spare time and feel like getting out
in this beautiful weather to help your Association with spring/summer cleanup,
we could use the help. Also, if you know of someone who might be a good
maintenance person, please let Claire know.
Our committee is closing in on a final recommendation to offer to the Board for
new carpet for the Clubhouse. Obviously, we want to pick something that not
only looks good but wears well, too.
We now have the “golfer” fountain cleaned up and positioned in front of the Pro
Shop. As soon as Chad and his maintenance staff have some spare time, they
will get it hooked up and running. It should be a wonderful addition to our Clubhouse and Pro Shop. Many thanks to Fred and Ginny Seminara for the donation.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, June 13, at 3:30pm at the Clubhouse. Come
join us and see what we are working on now.

Photo courtesy of Mary
Gin Kennedy

2016—2017 Member Directory Still Available!
The last of the snowbirds should be arriving soon. After you arrive, don’t forget to pick up your copy of the
completely updated 2016 – 2017 Member Directory from the Business Office. If
there is a mistake in your listing or you were inadvertently omitted, please notify Mary
Gin Kennedy at Niact@aol.com or 206-853-1649.
If you need a second copy of the Member Directory, the Business Office has a few
extra copies.
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Luigi’s Raises Money for Community Projects
By Norm Hammer
Thirty AGYC members gathered at the Clubhouse on May 11 for a delicious spaghetti dinner and an entertaining evening of bingo. Norm Hammer, the caller, was ably assisted by Pete Wall. More than $500 was
raised for Luigi’s, the name given to an old Alderbrook tradition of raising money internally for community
projects that benefit Alderbrook. Over the years, Luigi’s has contributed money on many occasions, including to help complete construction of the (new) bathrooms on #5. Luigi’s relies on community support and
funds projects not covered in the budget or by a committee.
Luigi’s holds bingo nights two or three times a year. The next Luigi’s bingo night will be in the late summer
or early fall before the snowbirds head south for warmer climes. Remember, when you hear the word
“Luigi’s,” it’s all about Alderbrook!

It's always fun to play bingo with friends.

Sally Steffan picks out a prize after winning a
bingo game while Norm Hammer, assisted by
Pete Wall, gets ready for the next game. The
photograph of the golf course in the background was taken by George Stenberg as
part of the series of photos of our community
purchased by the House & Facilities Committee to hang in the Clubhouse.

Seated left to right: Mike Silvey, Jerry
Hammack, Fran Hammack and BeBe
Silvey (barely visible) listen intently as the
numbers are called out.
Photos courtesy of Mary Gin Kennedy
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News from the Dog House
by Peter Wall
Exciting news for AGYC dog owners. The Off Leash Pet Area is scheduled to formally open this month.
This is a community facility with enhancements that will benefit current residents and make the area more
attractive to new arrivals who appreciate pets.
The Alderbrook Kennel Club (AKC) is looking forward to two important AKC events in June. The first is
a planning meeting scheduled for Monday, June 5, at 3:30pm at the Clubhouse. The second is the formal
opening of the Off Leash Pet Area located at the Wickiup on June 12 at 2pm.
The June 5 meeting will be to review progress on the development of the Off Leash Pet Area and to get
community input on next steps for enhancement. What do you see as the future of the Off Leash Area and
what steps are needed to accomplish it? So far, we have had requests for pathways, lighting and some tree
and stump removal. Your ideas are welcome and encouraged.
We are excited to announce the "Grand Opening" of the Off Leash Pet Area scheduled for June 12 at 2 pm.
The plan is to have a pet parade from the golf cart parking area at the Clubhouse to the Off Leash Area
near the Wickiup. Following the parade, AGYC dignitaries will host a ribbon-cutting ceremony and formally open the gates to let the pets enjoy their new area. Be sure to dress up your pets for the festivities.

Pete and Judy Wall's dog Cinnamon agrees that there is
nothing more fun for a dog than digging a hole. Who
knows what she'll find or what she'll bury.
Photo courtesy of Judy Wall

This is dog heaven. Penny is chasing Bernie in the Off
Leash Pet Area on a recent sunny afternoon. Bernie belongs to Tim Micek and Carol Norbeck, and Penny's
"parents" are Michael and Paulette Johnston.
Photo courtesy of Julie Hinman

The Lady Putters Club got off to
an auspicious start in May. Members show off their putting
skills every Monday morning
(except holidays) so it you would
like to play, sign up between 10:30
and 10:45am at the Clubhouse.
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Flora and Fauna of Alderbrook: Scotch Broom
By Mary Gin Kennedy

Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) is everywhere now that the weather
has warmed up. These masses of prolific bright yellow flowers along
roadsides, under power lines, or in clear cuts or other disturbed areas are
so pretty at this time of year that it’s easy to forget that Scotch broom
has been classified as a Class B Noxious Weed in Washington since
1988. It is also on the Washington Quarantine List, which means that it
is “prohibited to transport, buy, sell, offer for sale, or distribute, plants or
plant parts, seeds in packets, blends of flower mixes into or within the
state of Washington.”
Why is Scotch broom a noxious weed? Once introduced into the landscape, it is so aggressive and invasive
that it quickly grows into dense stands. Where established, it crowds out native species; prevents reforestation and hinders re-vegetation of upland sites and wetland buffers; reduces wildlife habitat and impedes their
movement; ruins rangeland and grasslands; is highly flammable; and contains toxic alkaloids that depress
the heart and nervous system in livestock, horses and humans.
Control is difficult and must be repeated because each plant can produce 10,000 to 15,000 seeds annually,
and the seeds can survive in the soil for over 30 years. Prevention is the first line of defense. Quickly replanting disturbed sites with fast-growing, competitive native plants can deter Scotch broom. If Scotch
broom colonizes an area, it should be removed before it produces seed. Pulling out individual plants in small
areas is effective but labor-intensive, and using a shovel or Weed Wrench to remove deeply rooted plants is
recommended. Several broad-spectrum herbicides, such as triclopyr, imazapyr, aminopyralid and glyphosate, can be effective in controlling Scotch broom infestations, but herbicides must be used cautiously and in
accordance with the instructions on the label.
This article was excerpted from a May 2015 Foremast article (pp.12-13). For further information, please
refer to that article.

New AGYC Members

A warm welcome to our new AGYC members who joined us last month.
May
John Anderson
Andrew and Janell Buchkoski
Lee and Jacquelyn Burfiend
Esther Cunningham
Alexander and Carol Dunsire
James Hungerford and Virginia Spoon
Jim and Helen Leggett
Mark Maberry and Christin Correll
Wade Stettner and Peter Ricci

141 E. Vine Maple Lane
31 E. Bowspirit Lane
51 E. Fir Tree Lane
1030 E. Vine Maple Lane
101 E. Huckleberry Court
860 E. Beach Drive
190 E. Dogwood Lane
50 E. Huckleberry Court
790 E. Country Drive E.
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Flora and Fauna of Alderbrook—Cougars
By Mary Gin Kennedy

Cougar (Puma concolor) sightings are rare at Alderbrook, but
that doesn’t mean that these solitary, stealthy, agile and crepuscular felines do not inhabit our neighborhoods. Residents
may catch a quick glimpse of a cougar or hear the female’s
vocalizations while outside in your yard or walking around
the community, as one AGYC member did recently on E.
Country Club Drive E. The Washington Department of Fish
& Wildlife (WDFW) estimates there are 1,900 to 2,100 cougars in Washington and confirmed a cougar sighting near
Shelton on April 15, 2017.
Cougars are an adaptable species and skilled ambush predators. They live throughout Washington state in forested areas
where there is shelter and prey, especially deer, coyotes, raccoons—or house pets. If you encounter a cougar,
try to appear larger than the cougar, stand tall, make noise, don’t run and pick up small children. The WDFW
responds to cougar sightings where there is a threat to public safety or property. If it’s an emergency, call 911.
Otherwise call 360-249-1229 during business hours.

Cougars, the cat of many names, are the largest member of the Felidae subfamily in Washington. Because
these cats were so widely dispersed, they were given more than 80 local names, including mountain lion,
puma, panther and catamount, but not the much smaller bobcat (Lynx rufus). Their range once stretched from
the Canadian Yukon to the tip of South America, but hunting and habitat encroachment has reduced it to the
western U.S. and Canada, parts of Mexico and southern Florida.
The cougar’s coat is grayish tan and its body is slender, its head round and its tail long with a black spot on the
end. Cougars vary in size from five to nine feet long (head to tail) and weigh up to 150 pounds (males) or 100
pounds (females). The only time cougars interact with other cougars is when they mate. After mating, a litter
of cubs will be born in three months.
A cougar has been Washington State University’s (WSU) mascot for almost 100
years (since 1919), conveying both a ferocious and a friendly persona. The campus is replete with Cougar representations, and the student union is known informally as the CUB. “Cougs” everywhere are proud of their feline heritage. A series of live cougars named “Butch T. Cougar” were mascots beginning in 1927,
but, after Butch VI died in 1978, a student wearing a cougar costume has impersonated Butch. The cougar mascot has been a popular and effective marketing
tool for WSU. Award-winning Cougar Gold cheese, made by students at the
WSU Creamery and sold in a distinctive 30-ounce can, has a veritable cult following in the Northwest.
In recent years, a second and pejorative definition of cougar, meaning an older woman seeking an intimate
relationship with a significantly younger man, has entered the lexicon. Although the so-called cougar/cub phenomenon is nothing new, it gained visibility through TV shows like Sex in the City’s Samantha or Cougar
Town’s Jules and celebrity cougar/cub romances like Demi Moore and Ashton Kutcher. In an October 2009
article, The New York Times reported that “a real demographic shift” has taken place in baby boomer women
over 40 as they “redefine the concept of a suitable mate.” Cougars have gone mainstream. After all, age is just
another word.
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SAVE THE DATES

By Mary Gin Kennedy, Chair of the Communication Committee
Thursday through Sunday, June 1-4: Mason County Forest Festival in Shelton honoring forestry industry traditions for 73 years. http://masoncountyforestfestival.org/
Monday, June 5: Mid Washington (Mid WA) Senior Golf Association Tournament, Course closed.
Saturday, June 10: Welcome Reception for new members (to meet current members) from 4pm to 6pm at
the Clubhouse sponsored by the Welcoming Committee. (See p. 2)
Sunday, June 11: The HOA Annual Meeting at 4pm at the Clubhouse. (See p. 6)
Monday, June 12: Pet Parade from the Clubhouse to the Wickiup and the Grand Opening of the Off
Leash Pet Area at 2pm.
Monday, June 12: Yacht Club at the Wickiup. Bocce at 3pm, dinner at 5pm.
Sunday, June 18: Father’s Day BBQ (steaks and burgers, potato bar and brownie sundaes) from 11am to
5pm at the Clubhouse.
Monday, June 19: Board of Directors meeting at 6pm.
Thursday, June 22: AGYC Spring Fashion Show featuring fashions by Cameo Boutique, Better on You
and the Pro Shop from 5pm to 7:30pm at the Clubhouse sponsored by the Activities Committee.
(See p. 10)
Friday, June 23: Mason General Hospital Foundation Golf Tournament at Alderbrook. 10am shotgun
start. Course closed.
Sunday, June 25: Mason County Historical Society Antique Car Show from 8am to 3pm in Shelton.

Saturday, July 1: 49th Annual Tahuya Day from 10am to 3pm featuring a unique parade of pirate ships,
water cannons, classic cars and more.
Monday, July 3: Thunder on the Canal (fireworks) at the Alderbrook Resort & Spa. Watch the fireworks
from The Pointe.
Monday, July 10: Yacht Club at the Wickiup.
Thursday, July 13: Ladies Club First Mates Tournament. Course closed.
Friday, July 14: The Huttig Tournament. Course closed.
Monday—Wednesday, July 17—19: WSWPLA Championship at Alderbrook. Course closed.
Monday, July 24: 7th Annual Love INC Golf Tournament. Title sponsor Alderbrook Properties. Tournament sponsor Drew MacEwen/Falcon Financial Investments, Inc. Course closed.
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Composting Center
April through October
Open Mondays 10:00—12:00

(Alderbrook Residents Only)
Separate soft and hard materials.
Please: NO Scotch broom, ivy,
blackberry vines or plastic bags.

Union City Market
Mon-Fri and Sun 10 am - 6pm

Sat 9 am - 7pm

Canal Cinemas Thursday June 1st (Thursday)
Canal Cookout featuring “Fish Tails to Pig Tails”
Advanced Reservations Strongly Recommended
June 15th Cinemas in partnership with Dragonfly
Cinema,
Union City Shopping Shuttle, Leaves resort every
half hour between 11 am and 3 pm on Fridays and
Saturdays
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Happenings
Alderbrook
Resort and Spa

Exceptional
Interior and Exterior Painting
(window, gutter & roof cleaning too!)

Mondays-Wednesdays:
Half Off Select Bottles of Wine, Rest.
5 to 9 pm
Mondays:
Spa Experience, Lobby
10 to 11 am
Trivia, Lounge
6 to 8 pm
Tuesdays:
Geocaching, Property-Wide
All Day
Peer-Pier, Dock 6/20 and 6/27
9:30 to 10:30pm
Thursdays:
Watercolor Painting Class. Waterfront
5 to 6 pm
6/22 and 6/29
Fridays:
Aqua Yoga, Saltwater Pool, No Yoga 6/8 10 to 11 am
Welcome Reception, Lobby
5 to 6 pm
Live Music & Happy Hour
9 pm-midnight
Saturdays:
Chef’s Table: Trail to Table Foray 3 pm
Events:

Full Moon Yoga on Waterfront 6/9

Call Mike
360.359.6103
Business License # FLYINCP885JE

mike@flyingcolorsshelton.com
www.flyingcolorsshelton.com

Curt Creswell
Managing Broker
Northwest Real Estate Shelton

1781 W. Shelton Matlock Rd., PO Box 6
Shelton, WA 98584
Bus 360-426-9748
Cell 360-463-8136
curt@bhhsshelton.comA
www.CallCurt.com

7 to 8 pm

Beer Dinner, Restaurant, 6/16
Father’s Day Brunch 6/18

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

8 am to 2:30pm

Outdoor Patio Opens , weather allowing, 6/26, 12 to 9 pm

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC.
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Queen Anne's Landscaping
Grapeview, Washington

100% Green

We work with nature, not against it

Design - Reorganizing - Staging
We do it all thoughtfully and faster

Please call us at 360-426-4598

Foremast Ad
Information

QUEENALO160T, bonded and insured

For more information
on Foremast ads,
please contact Judy
Wall at 360.898.0283
or
jmwall123@gmail.com

12 Issues
1/8 page: $150/year
1/4 page: $300/year
1/2 page: $600/year
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For an online version of this calendar, visit the members section of www.alderbrookgolf.com.
(Unless otherwise noted, all locations are in the Clubhouse.)

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Restaurant Hours:
Sunday —Thursday—9am to 8pm
Friday—Saturday—9am to 7pm

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Table Tennis
9am Annex

2

3

Intervals 8am

Wilson & Kerr 6-8pm

Ladies Club Tee Times
9 to 10:30am

Hours subject to change for special events

Richard Banuelos,
Classical Guitar,
6-8pm
5

6

Mid WA Senior Tournament
8am-3pm
Course Closed

Ladies Club Meeting
8am followed by
Shotgun Start

Pilates 8am
Table Tennis
9am Annex
Composting Center 10am to
Noon
Lady Putters Club 10:30am
Off Leash Pet Area Meeting
3:30pm

Hood Canal
Mahjong 1-4pm Annex
Strategic Planning
Committee 3pm
Men’s Poker 7pm
Annex

Seafood Special
4 to 7pm

11
Annual HOA Meeting
at 4pm

12
Pilates 8am
Table Tennis
9am Annex
Composting Center 10am to
Noon
Lady Putters Club 10:30am

13
Ladies Club 9am
Shotgun
Hood Canal
Mahjong 1-4pm Annex
Green Committee 2pm

B&A Committee 2pm

H&F Committee
3:30pm

Off Leash Pet Area Grand
Opening 2pm

Men’s Poker 7pm
Annex

Yacht Club 3pm at Wikiup

Father’s Day BBQ
11am-5pm

19
Pilates 8am
Table Tennis
9am Annex
Composting Center 10am
to Noon
Lady Putters Club
10:30am
Seafood Special
4 to 7pm

7
Cardio 8am
Men’s Club Meeting
8:15am followed by
Shotgun
Activities Committee
10am
Hand ‘n Foot 10am
Party Bridge
10am Annex

26
Pilates 8am
Table Tennis
9am Annex
Composting Center 10am
to Noon
Lady Putters Club
10:30am & Lunch 12pm
Seafood Special
4 to 7pm

Table Tennis
9am Annex

14
Cardio 8am
Men’s Club 9am
Welcoming Committee
10am
Hand ‘n Foot 10am

15
Ladies Club Flag Day
9am
Table Tennis
9am Annex

Party Bridge
10am Annex

Hood Canal
Mahjong 1-4pm Annex
Strategic Planning
Committee 3pm
Men’s Poker
7pm Annex

Communication
Committee 4pm

Mahjong 2:30pm
Wok Wednesday
4:30-7pm

27
Ladies Club 9am
Shotgun
Hood Canal
Mahjong 1-4pm Annex
Men’s Poker
7pm Annex

28
Cardio 8am
Men’s Club 9am
Hand ‘n Foot 10am
Party Bridge
10am Annex
Mahjong 2:30pm
Wok Wednesday
4:30-7pm

Duplicate Bridge
10am Annex

16
Intervals 8am
Men’s Club Tee Times
9am
Duplicate Bridge
10am Annex

Mexican Train
Dominoes 2pm
22
Ladies Club Tee Times
9 to 10:30am
Table Tennis
9am Annex
Clubhouse closed at
3pm
Ladies Night Out
Fashion Show
5-7:30pm

29
Ladies Club Tee Times
9 to 10:30am
Table Tennis
9am Annex

23
Intervals 8am
Mason County General
Hospital Foundation
Tournament 8am-5pm
Course Closed
Duplicate Bridge
10am Annex
Mexican Train
Dominoes 2pm

30
Intervals 8am
Men’s Club Tee Times
9am
Duplicate Bridge
10am Annex
Mexican Train
Dominoes 2pm
Wilson & Kerr 6-8pm

24

17

Environment
Committee 10am
followed by a Weeding
Work Party

Mahjong 2:30pm

21
Cardio 8am
Men’s Club 9am
Hand ‘n Foot 10am
Party Bridge
10am Annex

Men’s Club Tee Times
9am

10
Welcome Committee
Reception for New
Members 4-6pm

The Lady Drinks
Whiskey 6-8pm

Flag Day
20
Ladies Club 9am
Shotgun

9
Intervals 8am

Mexican Train
Dominoes 2pm

Mahjong 2:30pm
Golf Committee 3pm
Wok Wednesday
4:30-7pm

Board of Directors
Meeting 6pm
25

8
Ladies Club Tee Times
9 to 10:30am

Wok Wednesday
4:30-7pm

Seafood Special
4 to 7pm

18

Duplicate Bridge
10am Annex
Mexican Train
Dominoes 2pm

Pro Shop Hours:
Daily 7am to 7pm

4

Men’s Club Tee Times
9am

24
Lars Fisher 6-8pm

