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MOTHER NATURE AT HER BEST

Sometimes the best summer sunsets, the ones that take your breath away, are no further away than the
Clubhouse. This eye-catching photo, entitled “Mother Nature at Her Best,” was snapped on August 16 by
Mark Maxfield from the Clubhouse lawn. As the sun gets lower in the sky, the light bends, as if through a
prism, scattering blue light in favor of pinks, purples, oranges and reds. Mark was in the right place at the
right time to capture a mind-bendingly beautiful moment.
Photo courtesy of Mark Maxfield

Tim Micek, AGYC Board President
It is hard to believe that it is now more than five months since Governor Inslee’s COVID-19
Proclamation was put into effect. AGYC has made many adaptions to our usual way of doing
business, and all of us have had our normal way of doing things altered in some fashion. As
recently as the first of last month, we made some additional changes to how our seating
arrangements needed to be altered so we could continue to provide at least some type of food
and beverage service to our AGYC members and guests. We will continue to make the necessary changes to our operations with the hope that they will lead to a successful elimination of
this very deadly virus, and we will once again be able to return to a much more normal way of doing business.
In the meantime, I want to let you know that we are also exploring every opportunity to expand the amenities
that we once enjoyed and, in many cases, took for granted. Adjusting to what seems to be ever-changing
guidelines makes it even more difficult to accomplish this desired expansion of services and activities, but we
will continue to make the effort to do so. I ask that you continue to be patient and do what you can to help us
navigate through this unusual time. We should all feel extremely proud, with the changes we have made and
the cooperation we have received within our community, that we have been able to be virus free, and our goal
is to do all that we can do to remain this way.
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AGYC Receives $10,000 Grant
from Mason County

New Policy Proposal
During the August 16, 2020, AGYC Board of Directors
meeting, the following COVID-19 Compliance Policy
was introduced and discussed at length. It is posted to
the website for all members to review.
New Policy
5.14 COVID-19 Compliance
While on AGYC-owned or AGYC-leased property,
including the clubhouse, patio, golf course, driving
range, Pointe, Annex, Wickiup, and parking areas,
AGYC members, their guests, and members of the
public shall comply with all state and local health
directives related to COVID-19, and AGYC’s implementation of those directives. This includes, but is not
limited to, requirements to wear a mask, maintain social
distance, and follow limits on the size of groups that
may gather or sit together. AGYC members are
responsible for ensuring their guests comply with these
requirements. Failure to comply is a major violation,
subject to Policy 9.3 B., without a warning letter, and
subject to suspension of member privileges under Policy
9.3 C. Members of the public and guests of AGYC
members who fail to comply with these requirements
will be denied access to AGYC facilities and service.

Board of Directors President Tim Micek receives
a $10,000 relief grant check from Karin Leaf,
Business Outreach Coordinator for the Economic
Development Council of Mason County, to help
support AGYC during the pandemic. This nonrepayable grant allows AGYC to use the money to
help cover normal operating expenses, such as
electricity, fuel, trash removal, etc. A big thank
you to the Mason County Commissioners for
helping AGYC during this difficult time.
Photo courtesy of Tim Micek

June 2020 Financial Report
Operations Income
Operations Expenses
Operations Net income
Less Loan Expense income:
Adjusted Operation income:
Reserve Income
Reserve Expenses
Reserve Net Income

Actual: $276,620
Actual: $198,480
Actual: $ 78,140
($ 7,236)
$ 70,904
Actual: $ 27,181
Actual: $
0.00
Actual: $ 27,181

Account Balances
Operating Funds:
Contingency Funds:
Debt Service Account Funds:
CH Assessment Reserve:
Reserve Funds:

$ 109,678
$ 14,854
$ 10,737
$ 11,641
$ 671,233

Parcel Summary
AGYC Lots for Sale
12
AGYC Common Area Lots
27
Private lots in good standing
512
Private lots delinquent
19
Alderbrook Properties, LLC lots
147
Total 717
2

Budget: $348,102
Budget: $319,653
Budget: $ 28,449
Budget: $ 28,857
Budget: $
0.00
Budget: $ 28,857
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AGYC Board Meeting Summary
A copy of the complete Board minutes, along with all reports submitted at the meeting, can be seen
on the AGYC website or in the Business Office.
Your AGYC Board met on August 17, 2020, via Zoom and took action on the following:
• Approved tree removals at:
 581 E Vine Maple Lane
 180 E Country Club Drive W
 490 E Country Club Drive E
 21 E Michelle Court
• Approved the contract change request from Aspect Consulting Design for detailed design and
permitting/construction bid support in the amount of $22,500 and to preapprove related expenditures
of $5,000. Funds to be paid from the Roads & Drainage Special Assessment Reserve Fund.
• Approved ESA Addendum #5 in the amount of $15,000 to be paid from the Roads & Drainage
Special Assessment Reserve Fund.
• Approved ESA Addendum #6 in the amount of $62,030 to be paid from the Roads & Drainage
Special Assessment Reserve Fund.
• Approved the Aqua Test Proposal dated August 11, 2020, in the amount of $59,340.07 and to
preapprove AGYC-related expenditures in the amount of $23,000. Immediate payment of 50% to
Aqua Test Proposal prior to the start of work in the amount of $27,345. Funds to be paid from the
General Reserve Fund.
• Approved ESA to complete the proposal for pond construction costs and construction, not to exceed
$22,000. Funds to be paid from the General Reserve Fund.
• Accepted the offer for AGYC lot at 50 E Nancy Drive in the amount of $8,475.
• Accepted the offer for AGYC lot at 40 E Susan Lane in the amount of $8,195.

Upcoming meetings are:
1. Board Meeting – Monday, September 21, 2020, 6pm, via Zoom.

.

Thank You, Volunteer Office Help!
Volunteering is a way of life at Alderbrook
as members frequently and generously take
on work to help the community. Recently,
a group of volunteers, organized by Kelly
Holtz, served as receptionists in the
Business Office until a new Administrative
Assistant was hired in early August. We so
appreciate the willingness of our members to help out from time to time
when needed. Please thank the following volunteers for their assistance:
Char Edwards, Sharon Ferguson, Lisa Fluke, Rebecca Haesel, Bill Holtz,
Kelly Holtz, Patty Murphy, Carol Norbeck and Glenda Stone.

Photo courtesy of
Colleen McEachin
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Foremast Team
Julie Hinman, Kelly Holtz, Mary
Gin Kennedy, Chuck Piazza,
Glenda Stone
Glenda Stone, Advertising
57glendas@gmail.com
Submission DEADLINE:
No later than the
22nd of each month
If you would like to place an ad in
the Foremast, please contact Glenda
Stone. If you have a name, address
or phone number change, would
like an event to be included in the
monthly calendar or have other
questions, please contact Mary Gin
Kennedy, 206-853-1649.
Note: This newsletter contains
material submitted by third parties.
Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club
cannot be held responsible for any
illegality arising from error,
omission or inaccuracy in such
material.
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Do You Want to Help with a Landscape Maintenance Plan for the Wickiup?
By Paul Strapac, Chair of the House and Facilities Committee

Recently, the House and Facilities (H&F) Committee along with the Community Garden and the Environment
Committee have been developing a Landscape Maintenance Plan for the Wickiup. The plan will fill in gaps the
Maintenance Crew is unable to address due to staffing constraints. Just to let everyone know, the Maintenance
Crew already addresses a substantial portion of the ongoing Wickiup requirements, and the crew is very willing
to extend its participation whenever possible.
The goal of the new Landscape Maintenance Plan is to upgrade the overall appearance of the Wickiup, which,
in turn, will add a greater sense of pride in our community along with providing us with a more beautiful community amenity. At this time, we have developed a tentative yearly schedule for the plan to begin each April 1
and end September 30.
If you’re interested in participating or learning more, please attend the next H&F Committee meeting at 10am
on Thursday, September 17, at the Wickiup. In the meantime, please take a walk through the Wickiup and note
some of the changes that have happened over the last couple of years. Our H&F Committee points of contact
are Tom & Carolyn Kennedy tomandcarolyn@hcc.net), Theresa Araujo (npteri@gmail.com) or Paul Strapac
(strapac@hcc.net).

Mary Shepherd Joins the AGYC Staff
as the Administrative Assistant

By Mary Shepherd, Administrative Assistant, and
Mary Gin Kennedy, Foremast Team

AGYC welcomed Mary Shepherd to the Business
Office as the new Administrative Assistant on
August 10. Mary hails from St. Louis Park,
Minnesota, a suburb of Minneapolis. She had never
been to the Pacific Northwest when she purchased a
house in Union, sight unseen. She arrived here in
her Jeep with her two 12-year-old Humane Society rescue cats, Jack and
Wendy. The cats settled in comfortably for the long drive and have
adapted well to their new surroundings. Mary is divorced and has a
25-year-old son, Tyler, who still lives in Minnesota.
The sign at the Wickiup, made
by Craig Chapman, lists the
various activities available at
AGYC's community park.
Since the sign was installed in
2017, pickleball courts and
new parking spaces have been
added to the list of amenities.

Mary has a BA in Business Administration from the University of St.
Thomas in St. Paul and has worked in a variety of corporate accounting
jobs during her 30-year career. A self-described "nerd," Mary loves
technology and tries to keep up with the latest software. She uses MS
Office every day and especially loves Excel. She also likes to tap into her
creative side to make flyers and other announcements.
Mary says, "I love to get together with family and friends for social
activities. I do not know how to golf, but I may try to learn on this
beautiful golf course." She is very happy to be at AGYC, loves working
with Office Administrator Dawn Hayman and is delighted by the beautiful
Hood Canal scenery and the friendly residents.
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The Building and Architectural Committee
By Rhonda Westover, Chair of the Building and Architectural Committee
The regular monthly meeting of the Building and Architectural (B&A) Committee was
held on Monday, August 10, via Zoom. The minutes from the July 6, 2020, regular meeting were approved and
are available on the AGYC website.
Under Old Business, the committee reviewed and approved two revisions to the AGYC Policies, Appendix D,
Construction Guidelines, with the consent of Alderbrook Properties, regarding house paint for new and existing
homes, and adding detail regarding the $750 Construction Mitigation Fee from Policy Section 8. Both of these
revisions will be submitted to the HOA Board of Directors.
The B&A Committee reviewed the status of pending projects: 390 E Vine Maple Lane (new home approved);
30 E Madrona Lane (new home approved); 41 E Michelle Drive (new home approved); 20 E Ginny Lane (new
home approved); 1480 E Manzanita Drive (new home approved); 111 E Country Club Drive N (new home
approved); 60 E Paintbrush Lane (new home approved); 111 E Hemlock Lane (new home); 120 E Country Club
Drive N (new home approved and variance granted); 21 E Ginny Lane (new home approved); 110 E Eastwood
Lane (new home approved); 220 E Blackberry Lane (new home approved); 60 E Michelle Drive (new home
approved); 201 E Westwood Lane (new garage, addition and asphalt driveway approved); 240 E Susan Lane
(new home approved, subject to setback dimensions); 470 E Country Club Drive E (new home approved); 280 E
Hemlock Lane (new home and detached garage approved); 1670 E Manzanita Drive (fence approved); 121 E
Country Club Drive W (new home permit reissued approved); 170 E Flaggwood Lane (hot tub under deck
approved); 81 E Vine Maple Lane (storage shed/cart barn approved); 30 E Flaggwood Lane (storage shed
approved); 200 E Country Club Drive (retaining wall approved); 21 E Flaggwood Lane (front porch and privacy
fence approved); 50 E Vine Maple Lane (repaint house exterior approved); 900 E Country Club Drive E
(modify/replace decks approved); 50 E Eastwood Lane (new home, variances approved); 131 E Susan Lane
(new home approved); 20 E Blackberry Lane (new home approved); 150 E Susan Lane (shed approved); 60 E
Country Club Drive W (landscaping plan accepted, installation of trench, septic line, water line, electric for RV
hookup, 6-foot cedar fence from accessory garage to back of lot approved); 151 E Country Club Drive N (new
home approved); 160 E Country Club Drive E (new shed and RV parking with screening approved); and 350 E
Jack Pine Lane (new home with variance approved).
Under New Business, the committee ratified a mid-month approval at 291 E Michelle Drive (4-foot green chain
link fence approved).
The committee also approved the following actions: 111 E Susan Lane (repaint house exterior); 641 E Country
Club Drive E (screening for propane tank); 1540 E Manzanita Drive (new home/Alderbrook Properties); 861 E
Manzanita Drive (repaint house exterior); 1520 E Manzanita Drive (privacy fence); 460 E Vine Maple Lane
(landscape plan accepted, retaining wall, black chain link and vegetative fencing, golf ball netting and exterior
house paint colors); and 180 E Westwood Lane W (replace propane tank, screening plan to be submitted).
The next regularly scheduled B&A Committee meeting is on Monday, September 14, at 2pm via Zoom. The
Zoom link will be sent out by eblast the week of September 7, along with the draft Agenda.
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The Strategic Planning Committee Looks to the Future
By Ian Roberts, Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee

Greetings, fellow AGYC HOA members. These past months have been interesting (to say the least), and I hope you
are all well. It seems we have been fortunate in our AGYC community in keeping COVID-19 at bay.
During these challenging times, there is no better opportunity to look to and plan for our future. This is the primary
purpose and responsibility of the Strategic Planning Committee, according to the AGYC Policies and Procedures
(refer to page 35, Paragraph O).
The Strategic Planning Committee accomplished a significant amount under Chair Bill Holtz. We published and
analyzed our community surveys, which provided information and insights regarding the views, priorities, participation and actions of our AGYC members and which became the basis for our current AGYC Strategic Plan. The
percentage of members responding to past surveys was excellent. We also communicated with the other committees
to ensure we understood the issues they were addressing and how these may impact the plan.
If you have not already read the current AGYC Strategic Plan, dated January 16, 2020, please do so. It was adopted
by the Board of Directors during the January 2020 meeting and is available on our AGYC website.
The 2020 Strategic Plan consists of three primary components:
•
•
•

Achieving a financially secure HOA.
Maintaining the golf course as the anchor to the community.
Developing and implementing a Master Plan for the AGYC community.

The success of any strategic plan is not possible without first addressing the financial health of the HOA. Working
with the Finance Committee (of which I am also a member), the Strategic Planning Committee will periodically
monitor the financial health of the association to ensure we are on track to meet the plan (created in 2018) of
achieving financial security. During this fiscal year, AGYC will have an on-site, formal reserve study. This study
provides an unbiased, objective view as to the financial health of our HOA and makes recommendations for
improvement. You may access past reserve studies on the AGYC website.
With our continued growth and the addition of many new members, it is imperative we continue to “take the pulse”
of our community. Past surveys have provided both quantitative and qualitative information as to these views and
priorities. This year we will again publish and analyze a community survey so we may keep updated on the
community's pulse.
Water is a precious resource. It will become more expensive this fiscal year. Obviously, our golf course requires a
great deal of water, which is critical to its health. A strategy to address future cost increases will need to include
several ideas, including conservation and better utilization, water quality requirements, etc. This will be the responsibility of the Green Committee. As with Finance Committee, the Strategic Planning Committee will monitor the
progress to address this requirement, which is critical to the future of AGYC.
The objective of the Master Plan is to develop the long-range focus on preservation of the forested and tranquil
character of the community, long-term planning for major facility enhancements and objectives for total community
build-out (i.e., maximum number of homes). We will form a sub-committee within the Strategic Planning Committee
to begin development of this plan. The question is:
Taking into consideration the first two components of our Strategic Plan, what would we like our AGYC
community to be in ten years?
Think about it. It's your community. Please get involved and help us define, impact and accomplish our future.
The Strategic Planning Committee meets the second Tuesday of every month from 4 to 5pm, or on Tuesday,
September 8, at 4pm. Please join us if you are interested.
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From the Green Superintendent—Chad Johnson
As we close in on the final leg of the summer 2020 golfing season, I am proud to report that WE
(AGYC) DID IT! Going into April, we were hit with COVID-19-related fiscal restrictions and had to
scale down everything to a skeleton crew. It was our intention to keep the course "turnkey" ready for
the time when golf would resume again.
We had to forgo our routine April wall-to-wall aerifications, seedings and top dressings. While
weather conditions were quite favorable for a great summer of golf, this upcoming fall aerification
slated to begin on September 8 will undoubtedly be the most crucial aerification in our history. The golf course can
only thrive when it is healthy. The better the course can be going into winter will pay off handsomely as we emerge
into spring 2021.
Topdressing the fairways is one of those areas that shows when just a single spring season is eliminated. Based on
the primitive (by today's standards) construction of this course in the mid-1960s, not a lot of topsoil and sandy loam
was imported to create a nice root zone. Therefore, we top dress as much as possible from September until April to
create this root zone so that our grass roots can flourish. LDS or Localized Dry Spots occur when this layer is
diminished. That is why you see some extreme dry areas pop up during the summer months, mainly where the grass
is the shortest.
We instituted a water conservation awareness plan this year, as well. Water conservation is paramount to keeping
the course thriving as we head into higher water costs. The USGA has a new maxim that says "some brown is good"
to encourage more of a focus on water conservation. What many do not realize is that strong roots are the key to a
long-lasting turf. If you constantly keep the grass over-watered, the roots are short as they need not travel very far for
water. However, if you manage your water in a way that keeps playing conditions on the drier side, you actually
stimulate the roots to dive deeper into the soil profile looking for water. This gives us the much desired, longer root
system that is needed for long-term health of the leaf blade.

Another key to success in watering during the heat of the summer is multiple start times. Instead of watering for
15 minutes at one time, it is better to water it for five minutes in three spaced-out intervals. Our golf course water
window is from 8:30pm until 4am each day. With our water management system, we can evenly space out the
irrigation to keep the water levels in the tanks at adequate levels for members using water during those
graveyard hours.
I would like to recognize this year's "MVPs" as without them none of this could have happened. The Maintenance
Crew has answered the call from the very beginning. I am truly blessed in having them all on board and sharing the
same vision:
Paul Brown
Jordan Clayton
Josh Deemer
Benigno Escamilla aka "Minicho" "Benny"
Rob Jonker
Cole Schlender
Ty Smotherman
Brent Starr
Darren Sweitzer
Jason Tannant
Kobe Vind
The future has never looked brighter. Here's hoping for some extended great golfing weather as we head into October
and beyond. Thanks again for all the support, kind words, messages of encouragement and positive reviews.
Finish Strong!
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From the Head Golf Professional—Sam Smith
As I’m sure you’ve seen, the past few months since re-opening after the six-week closure due
to the coronavirus have been busier than a normal summer. We’ve consistently had close to or
just above 200 players on weekends and around 125 to 150 players on the weekdays. This
should serve as a reminder that, as AGYC members, you are able to book tee times two weeks in
advance. I encourage you to do so. We have many instances every day where someone asks for
a tee time around 9am or 10am on a Saturday or Sunday, and the earliest tee time available is
after 4pm!
This month, we had the 10th Annual Shelton Chamber of Commerce Tournament on August 21, the Shelton
Highclimbers' Booster Club Football Charity Scramble on August 24 and the Tacoma Women’s Golf Association Stableford Tournament on August 31. All groups had a wonderful time, even though the Shelton Chamber
had quite a bit of rain. The photo of the 9th green with the pool noodle floating above the cup (below) shows
that we may have to find another method for the winter!
I had a couple of fun golf outings in August. I was lucky enough to play in the Washington Open Invitational on
August 3 and 4 with my son Andrew caddying for me both days. It was a wonderful way to spend my 41st
birthday, and I even played well enough to cash so I could afford his caddie fee.
Aerification is just around the corner on September 8 and 9 so this might be a great opportunity to take
advantage of our reciprocal courses. The Golf Shop team can call your desired course and help set up the tee
time – just provide your date of play, preferred tee time window, the number of AGYC members, the number of
guests and whether or not you’ll need a cart. We have some wonderful courses on our list.
We have some great Men’s Club and Ladies Club events coming up in the next few months to wrap up our
season so make sure to participate and have a great time. See you soon!

Sam and son Andrew are having a
great time at the Washington Open.

This is one time when it's not good idea
to have your cup runneth over! Does
hitting the noodle count as holing out?

Photos courtesy of Sam Smith
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How Noxious! Tansy Ragwort and Scotch Broom at AGYC
By Marilyn Eastby, Member of the Environment Committee

Are you aware that Alderbrook hosts some invasive, poisonous plants? They are
Tansy Ragwort and Scotch Broom, well-known felons of the noxious weed world. Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 17.10.140 states it is the owner’s duty to control the spread of noxious weeds.
Tansy Ragwort is a Class B noxious weed and needs to be controlled. Its flowers are daisy-like with yellow
petals and a yellow center. Leaves are dark green on top, whitish-green underneath, with deeply cut, blunttoothed lobes and a ragged, ruffled appearance. The daisy-like, bright yellow flowers are visible from July
through September, producing more than 150,000 seeds per plant. These seeds can be transported by wind,
water and animals. Seeds can remain viable on the soil surface for four to five years and over 20 years if
buried. Seeds germinate in both spring and fall to form new rosettes. Tansy Ragwort is poisonous to cattle,
horses, sheep, pets and people. It also displaces quality forage plants due to its highly aggressive nature, Tansy
Ragwort likes to invade newly-disturbed areas, such as construction sites, while crowding out desirable plants.
Scotch Broom is a big problem in the Pacific Northwest and in Mason County. It is classed as a non-designated
noxious weed. Scotch broom is an upright shrub in the pea family, with yellow flowers. This invasive weed is
dangerous to humans and livestock, suppresses other plant species' growth, and alters the nutrient composition
of the soil. It can form dense, impenetrable stands that degrade farmland and create fire hazards. Scotch broom
produces toxic compounds, which in large amounts can cause mild poisoning in animals such as horses. This
weed flowers from March to June, reproduces primarily by seed, and, when mature, the seedpods split and eject
seeds up to 20 feet away. Over 10,000 seeds can be produced per plant and can remain viable in the soil for five
to 60 years.
Please do your part to eradicate these invasive, noxious plants here at Alderbrook. When you see them on your
property or in our common areas, remove them by the root and discard them in your waste. Please do not bring
them to the Organic Collection Site or put in your compost.
The Environment Committee will meet on Saturday, September 12, at 9am at the Wickiup. The Organics
Collection Site will be open on Saturday, September 5, from 10am to 12pm but will be closed on Monday,
September 7, for Labor Day. It will be open as usual the other Mondays of the month from 10am to 12pm.

Four AGYC members, standing left to right Tracy Battson,
Marlys Kemmish, Jan Weatherly and Marilyn Eastby, get their
hands dirty on August 15 by cleaning out the flower beds along
Holes #1 and #18 and the overgrown Dusty Miller by the
putting green. Fifteen members turned out for the Environment
Committee work party. Next time they hope to plant some fall
flowers. In addition to the members pictured, Teri Araujo, Rick
Battson, Paul and Wendy Campbell, Dan Coats, Jeff Eastby,
Paula Gallagher, Kevin Hoonan, Don Link, Carla Morrow,
and Chuck Piazza joined in the fun. A special thank you to new
members Rick and Tracy Battson and Paul and Wendy
Campbell for their participation.
Photo courtesy of Carla Morrow
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Men’s Club News By Mark Maxfield

Golf has been a great pastime for all of us during these trying times. It sure is great to “hear” about all of our participation
in the weekly events. However, I sure do miss “seeing” everyone!
Congratulations are in order for the finalists in the Men’s Club Championships.
White Tee Champion: Mike Johnston edged Gary Gozart
Green Tee Champion: Dick Drenckpohl slipped by Ron Funk
The Blue Tee Championships are in progress at press time; results will be reported next month.
Back after nearly ten years (2011), the Captain’s Cup is scheduled for Saturday, September 26, and Saturday, October 3.
This is a two-day eclectic event (your best net score for each hole over these two rounds will give you your final score).
You must play with a Men's Club member who can attest your scores. Please schedule your own tee times. When you
check into the Clubhouse for your tee time, tell them you are playing in the “Captain’s Cup” and pay the $10 entry fee.
When finished playing, please turn in your scorecard. Head Pro Sam Smith or Asst. Pro Grant Cation will figure the
results after the two Saturday scores.
Due to our greens being aerated, the Men’s Club has scheduled an away match at Riverside Golf Course in Chehalis on
Wednesday, September 9. The cost will be $50 (plus tax) for golf and a cart, or $36 (plus tax) for golf only. A sign-up
sheet will be posted on the bulletin board.
Nominations for Men’s Club Officers will be open starting September 1. If you are interested in running for President,
Captain, Secretary or Treasurer, please sign-up on the bulletin board by October 1. With no Men’s Club meetings
allowed, we are still trying to figure out how we are going vote on these positions. Any ideas?
Results from our twice-weekly Men’s Club competitions:
July 22 (Most Net Pars):
Flight 1: Jeff Smith (17)
Flight 2: Larry Morris (17)

July 24 (Points):

Flight 1: Jake Hendricks (38)
Flight 2: Bill Kendrick (43)

July 29 (3’s, 4’s, 5’s ):

Flight 1: Michael Johnston (-6)
Flight 2: Dave Hawkins (-4)

July 31 (Medal Play):

Flight 1: Dan Fluke (-3)
Flight 2: Wayne Haesel (-8)

August 5 (Medal Play):

Flight 1: Neal Bailey (-4)
Flight 2: Gordon Keller (-7)

August 7 (Points):

Flight 1: Dan Fluke (39)
Flight 2: Dan Stainbrook (38)

August 12 (Criss-Cross):

Flight 1: Mark Maxfield (-4)
Flight 2: Walter Plagemann (+1)

August 14 (Medal Play):

Flight 1: Jerry Clausen (-4)
Jeff Roberge (-4)
Flight 2: Mike Boyd (-2)

August 19 (Even Holes):

Flight 1: Mike Johnston (19)
Bob Haselwood (19)
Flight 2: Fred Wolgamott (24)

Finally. "But you don’t have to go up in the stands and play your foul balls. I do!" Sam Snead talking to Ted Williams,
arguing over which was more difficult to hit, a moving baseball or a stationary golf ball.
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Ladies Club News By Glenda Stone

57glendas@gmail.com

August was a busy month for Ladies Club with some beautiful weather, some not so beautiful (but not terrible) weather
and lots of golf with friends, both new and old! We had two big tournaments in August with the Club Championship and
the finals for Captain’s Cup!
I heard many of the competitions in Captain’s Cup went right down to the last hole and sometimes the last stroke! Now
that makes for some fun competition! Congratulations to our Captain’s Cup winners: Lana Clausen, 9 Hole Gold; Colleen
Taylor, 18 Hole Gold; and Katie Stull, 18 Hole Green.
Played on August 11 and 13, the Club Championship was a fun two-day tournament with 51 golfers playing to the theme
Grow Your Game. Congratulations to all the Club Championship winners! I know fun was had by all who played!
9 Hole Winners:
Club Champion Winner: Lana Clausen with a total score of 100 (50, 50)
1st Low Net Champion: Dawn Turnbull with a score of 67 (36, 31)
Flight 1 (8 players):
1st Low Gross: Sharon Roberts 103
2nd Low Gross: Terri Stamper 105
1st Low Net: Peggy Willis 74
2nd Low Net: Lisa Fluke 77 (won in a scorecard playoff with Marcia Hawkins)
Flight 2 (7 players):
1st Low Gross: Tracey Lopez 107
1st Low Net: Jackie Wattnem 74
2nd Low Net: Eileen Baumgartner 75
18 Hole Gold Division Winners:
Club Champion Winner: Susan Austin with a total score of 177 (88, 89)
Net Champion: Becky Flannigan (won in a playoff) 144 (70, 74)
Flight 1 (10 players):
1st Low Gross: Paulette Johnston 189
2nd Low Gross: Linda Creswell 190
1st Low Net: Pat Johnson 144
2nd Low Net: Del Bailey 148
3rd Low Net: Colleen Taylor 155
Flight 2 (9 players):
1st Low Gross: Catherine Laatz 209
2nd Low Gross: Janice Lapinski 213
1st Low Net: Leona Klein 149
2nd Low Net: Fran Hammack 155
18 Hole Green Division Winners:
Club Champion Winner: Lorna Martinson with a total score of 157
(78, 79)
Green Net Champion: Kay Shin with a score of 137 (65, 72)
Flight 1 (9 players):
1st Low Gross: Asue Barnes 174
2nd Low Gross: Astrid Ellefsen 177
1st Low Net: Marnie Hart 146
2nd Low Net: Penny Warren 152 (won in a scorecard playoff with
Diann Pape)
Flight 2 (8 players):
These colorful garden spinners are the prizes
1st Low Gross: Dee Bishop 188
given to the winners of the Club Championship
2nd Low Gross: Michele Watson 201
on August 13. Don't be surprised as you travel
1st Low Net: Marnie Laatz 146
around the community to see them in some front
2nd Low Net: Mary Lockwood 154 (won in a scorecard playoff yards and take the opportunity to congratulate
with Laurie Peterson)
the winners.
Photo courtesy of Lorna Martinson
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Roads and Drainage Infrastructure Update

By Ken Goldblatt, Ad Hoc Volunteer Infrastructure Technical Manager
Our infrastructure program seems to have something for everyone. From road
stabilization and repair to drainage improvements and from pond linings to commercial
septic systems, we’re gearing up again for a busy time ahead.
Our attention to the Beach Drive stabilization effort is advancing to the retaining wall design phase, after which
we’ll go through the permit process and seek competitive construction bids. At that point, we’ll take stock of
where we are and make a conscious decision on the best way forward for our community.
The next batch of Road & Drainage projects, known as FY 20/21 Phase III, has been given the green light, and
we’ll be developing design details for E Eastwood Lane drainage and a small drainage project on E Bonney
Court. Coupled with the completion of drainage improvements at E Madrona Lane / E Country Club Drive N
and the Michelle neighborhood, we’re now poised to complete all primary drainage projects within a three-year
timeframe, well ahead of the originally planned five-year drainage schedule.
For the road improvements, we’re now looking at overlaying E Country Club Drive E from E Fairway Lane to
E Betty Court, inclusive of four courts (Bonney, Margaret, Dorothy and Betty), to be completed in spring 2021.
In addition, we’ll extend the overlay on E Vine Maple Lane from E Hemlock Lane / E Laurel Park to
E Huckleberry Court (including E Blueberry Hill) in early summer 2021.
One-off projects that will be progressing in the near-term are (1) improvements to the Clubhouse septic
system and (2) installation of a pond liner at the Clubhouse / #18 pond. Both projects will have activity over
the next two months and will complete necessary improvements that are the result of a lot of hard effort over
many months.

Wildfire Season Safety

By Tracey Lopez, Chair of the Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee
As California continues to show us, wildfires can cause devastating results. We are so
fortunate to be able to live in this beautiful area. However, living in an "Urban Wildland
Interface" comes with a few responsibilities. Living in tandem with local wildlife, not having
all the services right at our doorstep and the risk of wildfires are but a few of the challenges
for us to mitigate. When it comes to wildfires, there is action we can take now to be prepared.
Firstly, Mason County Fire Department #6 is a highly trained department with all the equipment necessary to
protect our community. Mason County Fire has also offered to come to our homes and provide a wildland fire
inspection. If residents are interested, email Chief Clint Volk, chief@msfd6.com.
In addition, the Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee (EPAC) has provided a link to the Ready Set
Go: “Your Personal Wildland Fire Action Guide.” To access the guide, click here: https://
www.alderbrookgolfclub.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/RSG-Action-Guide.pdf . The guide is also available
at the following link: https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-source/pdf/eag-v8.pdf. Please take a moment to read
through this valuable information and begin planning on what you need to do to make your home wildland
fire safe.
EPAC will meet on Wednesday, September 16, at 4pm and begin to discuss earthquake preparedness. Email
Chief Volk to receive a Zoom invitation.
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SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
The Men v Women Golf Tournament,
benefitting the Karen Hilburn
Cancer Fund, is back for 2020!
This has been a popular annual
AGYC event since 2005.
All AGYC members are invited to play.
Sign up in the Golf Shop
or on the bulletin boards.
Donations are gratefully accepted.
Watch for details but sign up soon.

A Message from Pam and John Kurpius
During a time like this, we realize how much our friends and relatives
really mean to us. Your expressions of sympathy will always be
remembered. We want to thank you all for the love and support you
have shown us with our devastating loss of our daughter Jessica.
Thank You,
Pam & John Kurpius

Photos courtesy of
Ray Copelin & Marcia Hawkins
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New AGYC Members
A warm welcome to our new AGYC member who joined us last month.
Blake Arthur & Courtney Taylor
250 E Michelle Drive
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
6415 Lombard Drive NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335

Tyler & Karen Little
151 E Eastwood Lane
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
PO Box 1951
Belfair, WA 98528

Mariana Bulubench
201 E Susan Lane
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
1431 El Mirador Drive
Fullerton, CA 92835

James Pike & Jessica Lee
31 E Rhododendron Court
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
18136 Riviera Place SW
Normandy Park, WA 98116

Keith & Kirsten Ellingford
30 E Eastwood Court
Union, WA 98592

Brian & Jill Stanley
390 E Vine Maple Lane
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
21176 Gladiolos Way
Lake Forest, CA 92630

Danny & Marcia Werner
110 E Jack Pine Lane
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
PO Box 1459
Hoodsport, WA 98548

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Bennie and Katrina Hamilton
110 Laurel Park
(sold home on E Jack Pine Lane)
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
2034 Arab Drive
Tumwater, WA 98501

The First Annual Highclimbers' Football Booster Club Golf Tournament
By Penny Shelton

Randy Shelton met Football Coach Mark Smith in July and then came home and asked me if we could help
buy communications gear for the football coaching staff at Shelton High School. I was in the final two weeks
of organizing the Salmon for Soldiers Tournament and must have looked at him like he was crazy. I knew it
was a great cause, however, and we began thinking of ways to help them raise the $10,000 needed for the new
communications system.

We talked to Head Pro Sam Smith to see if we could do a really cheap members tournament to support the
local high school. He said yes. We met with Coach Smith again, and he sent Randy to a Booster Club meeting.
Randy challenged other members to donate. We met with both the Ladies Club and the Men’s Club Captains
and worked out a date (August 24) and a way to get the information out to AGYC members.
The highlight of the day was having the Highclimbers' Booster Club Women, the full coaching staff and some
of the football players on the course helping make the tournament a big success. They were fun, happy and full
of gratitude. We also want to thank all of the teams and the hole sponsors, who helped push us over the goal. A
special thank you to new members Kevin and Collette Oakley, and their dog Clarke, who helped bring in over
$2,200 in donations. Also, a special thank you to Mike Dawson for his generous donation of $1,000.
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Happenings Around Alderbrook
Patti Maxfield and Carla Morrow host a small group of
new members at the Community Garden on August 14.
COVID-19 has stopped many events from happening, and
it has been especially hard for new AGYC members to
meet the rest of the community. No one in this group plays
golf so meeting through Ladies Club was not an option.
Pictured from left to right: Wendy Campbell, Yadida
Black, Mona George, Patti Maxfield, Yvonne Hines, Tilina
Waller, Maryann Johnson, and Carla Morrow.
Not pictured Nikki Davis.
Photo courtesy of Barb McDonald

Strange things happen on the golf course, and this incident
is no exception. Ladies Club members Lynda Schwindt,
Teri Chihara and Michele McCarthy were playing on Hole
#12 on July 28. Lynda hit a beautiful drive, and it glided
slightly left. No one saw where it fell. After they moved to
the green, the ball was still lost. Then Lynda looked up into
the tall firs near the sand hazard/penalty area and suddenly
broke into laughter. Lo and behold, there, high up in the
tree nested on a branch, sat Lynda’s lime green ball. No
amount of shaking would dislodge it. For various reasons,
the threesome agreed Lynda should drop a ball under the
tree where her first ball was housed. She went on to win the
round of golf. Next time you're on Hole #12, look out for a
lime green ball dropping from the sky.

In a cooperative effort between the Board of Directors, the Tree
Committee and Alderbrook Properties, three dead trees on E Madrona
Lane went “TIMBER!” on Friday, August 21. These compromised
trees were located on an undeveloped Alderbrook Properties parcel
and were believed to be a potential threat to neighboring AGYC
homes, especially during upcoming fall and winter storms. Thanks go
out to all involved in resolving this tree issue. The contractor hired by
Alderbrook Properties did a fine job taking down the trees and
cleaning up debris afterward.
Photo courtesy of Angela Davila
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Alderbrook Properties: A Haven from the Hectic
By Gaylee Duncan for Alderbrook Properties

The timeless words of William Shakespeare, “To thine own self be true…” are an apt way to describe the
essence of Alderbrook. Despite the volatility of the world’s situation, the Alderbrook community remains a
naturally beautiful, tranquil setting.
As a result, Alderbrook Properties is finding that increasing numbers of people are looking for homes away
from the hectic urban atmosphere. With many people working remotely from home, the Alderbrook community
provides the option of living in a scenic, more rural area, yet still offers convenient access to a variety of
amenities, and urban areas if desired. No longer does someone have to live where they work; they can live
where they love.

Most people discover Alderbrook Properties via online search. In response to the pandemic, Alderbrook
Properties has now added to its website guided video tours with Emily Reed, the community sales
manager. Viewers can learn a wealth of information about the house, and it is almost like walking
through the home in person with Emily as your guide.
In addition to loving the floorplans, customers also love the unique lot settings. Alderbrook Properties is excited
to build its new “Brinnon” floor plan for the first time. This design option specifically takes advantage of the
incredible golf course and greenbelt views found in the Alderbrook community. The range of home sizes means
there is something for everyone, whether it is a vacation home, primary second home, staycation-workremotely-home or home for retirement.
Since its inception, Alderbrook Properties has made 66 lot and home sales. Sales in Phase Two are almost
completed, with just two homes remaining. Phase 3 releases have already started and will continue throughout
2021. Despite the pandemic, the 2020 housing market is very “hot” in comparison to 2019. This year to date,
Alderbrook Properties has sold almost twice as many homes as they did overall last year with completion dates
ranging between now and the summer of 2021.
Extremely low-interest rates are helping to fuel this activity, so individuals who are retiring now or in the next
several years are finding it more advantageous to buy now and save money in the long run. Buyers a few years
away from retirement often view their new Alderbrook Properties home as an escape from the urban bustle.
They can enjoy a peaceful retreat on weekends and vacations until they are ready to move to Alderbrook
full-time.
Heightened interest and increased sales have led to the need to expand the Alderbrook Properties building team.
“We are excited to grow and are currently hiring for three positions and will continue to keep building out the
team as needed,” said Phil Werdal, co-owner of Alderbrook Properties, homeowner and part-time resident.
Alderbrook is the perfect spot to live, work, and play, with its award-winning golf course, hiking trails and
nearby water activities. The world-class Alderbrook Resort & Spa is also an amazing asset for the community
and has helped to make Union a destination.
Alderbrook Properties appreciates the Alderbrook community's support and offers a special $1,000 referral
bonus when a community member refers someone who buys a new Alderbrook Properties home.
A longtime community member, Alderbrook Properties is dedicated to helping ensure the community thrives.
“It’s the goal, and hope, of Alderbrook Properties that our efforts to gain new customers will have a positive
impact and bring business to the AGYC and the Alderbrook/Union community as a whole,” said Werdal.
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The Community Garden Reaps the Summer's Harvest
By Mary Gin Kennedy, Foremast Team

Since we can't attend the annual Community Garden summer soiree, at least we can enjoy photos of the bounty
from the garden vicariously.
Terri Webby's dahlias are
no shrinking violets! The
purple petals really stand
out against bright yellow
center. Representing
elegance and dignity in
the language of flowers,
the dahlia has been the
City of Seattle's official
flower since 1913.
While looking at her bell peppers,
can Tracey Lopez recite the
familiar tongue-twister "Peter
Piper picked a peck of pickled
peppers"? If so, "Where's the peck
of pickled peppers Peter Piper
picked"?

Herbs are practical and easy to
grow. Glenda Stone believes the
Community Garden is the right
place for them. Does she agree with
Ben Franklin, who observed in Poor
Richard's Almanack: "Much virtue
in herbs, little in men"?

Pam Kurpius' zinnias add a
huge pop of color to the
Community Garden. One of
the easiest annuals to grow,
zinnias are long lasting,
fast growing and low
maintenance. They attract
butterflies and hummingbirds
to the garden and produce
new flower buds shortly after
being cut.

Is one of Irene Graham's squash wearing
a smiley face? If so, it has become a
seasonal part of popular culture. Smiley
faces have been used for centuries as
ideograms and pictograms. The earliest
smiley face was found on a Hittite pot
dating from 1700 BC in Turkey.

Photos courtesy of Marcia Hawkins
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Community Announcements
New Mason County Burn Ban Restrictions: Effective on Friday, August 28, at 8am, Mason
County, in partnership with the Mason County Fire Chiefs' Association, has determined that
current weather conditions within Mason County have created a substantial fire danger and the
need to enact RESTRICTIONS ON ALL OUTDOOR BURNING to all lands regulated by
Mason County.
This burn restriction applies to outdoor burning, including land clearing and yard debris, and includes a
prohibition of recreational fires. The use of charcoal briquettes, gas and propane barbecues will continue to be
allowed under the ban. For further information on the Burn Ban, please call the information line at
(360) 427-7799.
Lands protected by Department of Natural Resources may have different restrictions. To find out more
information or determine if you are in a DNR area, visit www.dnr.wa.gov or call the DNR South Puget Sound
Region at (360) 825-1631.
Wildlife at Alderbrook: Please remain cognizant of the wildlife that share our community,
such as bears, cougar, coyotes, etc. Make sure you are aware of your surroundings and keep
track of small pets and children. We want to make sure everyone is safe since wild animals
live in our area.
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) responds to cougar and bear sightings
where there is a threat to public safety or property. If it’s an emergency, call 911. Otherwise, call
the regional WDFW office at (360) 249-4628 during business hours. Please report any sightings to
the Business Office at (360) 898-2560, ext. 2 during normal business hours.

Condolences
We extend condolences to John and Pam Kurpius, the parents of AGYC member
Jessica Summer Kurpius, who passed away in her sleep on August 2. John and
Pamela are devastated by the loss of their daughter. She was an intricate part of their
lives. Jessica was born July 25, 1977, in Seattle. Her education included North Mason
High School, the University of Washington and the South Sound Community
College. Jessica enjoyed her career as a surgical technician at St. Peter’s Hospital
in Olympia.
Jessica lived at Alderbrook and was an active member of the AGYC community. She
enjoyed high fashion, the arts, boating, golfing, gardening, cooking, shopping and gift
giving. She was a member of the Community Garden, Putters Club and Yacht Club. Immaculately dressed and
coiffed, Jessica was always radiant and made a statement when she entered a room. She was small in stature and
always loving, gentle, kind, and thoughtful with her illuminating personality, a true shining light in today's dark
and uncertain world.
Jessica attended Faith Lutheran Church in Shelton and the New Community Church of Union. She will be in the
best of company in Heaven, but her family and friends still here need God’s comfort and strength as she was so
loved and so dear to all that knew her. A well-attended gathering to say farewell to Jessica was held on
August 15 at The Pointe.
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Official AGYC September 2020 Calendar
Tuesday, September 8: Strategic Planning Committee meeting at 4pm.
Wednesday, September 9: Welcoming Committee meeting at 10am.
Saturday, September 12: Environment Committee meeting at 9am at the Wickiup.
Monday, September 14: Building & Architectural Committee meeting at 2pm via Zoom.
Tuesday, September 15: Green Committee meeting at 2pm on the Clubhouse patio.

Wednesday, September 16: Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee meeting at 4pm.
Thursday, September 17: House & Facilities meeting at 10am at the Wickiup.
Monday, September 21: Board of Directors monthly meeting at 6pm via Zoom.
NOTES: The Clubhouse patio is open for restaurant and carry out service with a limited menu Tuesday through
Saturday from 9am to 5pm.
Other committees may meet in September. If you are interested in attending, please check with the committee
chair or watch for an email blast.
The Organics Collection Site will be open on Saturday, September 5, and on every Monday in September
EXCEPT Monday, September 7 (Labor Day) from 10am to 12pm.
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Salon at Union Square

310 E. Dalby Rd, Suite 40, Union, WA

Hair:

Men’s and Women’s Cuts; Color;
Highlights; Lowlights

Skin Care: 12 Step Full Facial (1 Hour 10 min)
Starting @ $65
Hair Stylist: Kay Shin
360.801.2662 (Cell)

Advertise Here
Glenda Stone, Advertising
57glendas@gmail.com
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