Foremast

October 2019

Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club EST. 1965
Photo courtesy of Ron and Marla Bock

Photo courtesy of Julie Hinman

Photo courtesy of Ken Goldblatt

Karen Hilburn Cancer Fund Receives $7,500 from Dessert Auction!
Karen Hilburm, second from left, is joined by members of the Board of the Karen Hilburn Cancer Fund
(KHCF) at the Men v Women Dessert Auction on September 19. The fund helps uninsured or underinsured
residents of Mason County pay for cancer treatment and is a chapter of the Mason General Hospital
Foundation. This year the Dessert Auction raised an impressive $7,500 in donations for the Fund.
Also shown, left to right, are Board members Karen Anderson, Raeanne Myers
and Nancy Wright. For more information, see page 7.
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Report from the GM—Claire Richmond 360-898-2560 gm@alderbrookgolf.com
Hello AGYC Family & Friends,
Autumn is here! Leaves are beginning to change, mornings are turning brisk and Alderbrook Golf
& Yacht Club is preparing for a full season of community activity. The October calendar provides
many ways to be involved and stay connected.
This month we celebrate Jane and Leon Longan at a party on October 11. They are in their fifth
year of making a tremendous difference in the Clubhouse Restaurant. The Welcome Committee is hosting a
reception to greet and introduce new community members on October 26, and everyone is invited to come.
Nothing symbolizes fall like pumpkins and Halloween. To get into the spirit, join Jane for a Pumpkin Carving
Party on October 25. Then the Activities Committee is brewing up a witch’s kettle full of trouble with a
"Spooktacular" Halloween party that you won’t want to miss. Finally, with excellent leadership and planning,
our Roads & Drainage Infrastructure Program is progressing with three important drainage enhancements and
paving the road of E Country Club Drive E from Beach Drive to the driving range underway. Even as the golf
season ends, there's always lots to do at AGYC!
For the month of October, the Clubhouse Restaurant is running a member’s only, Monday "Punch Card" special.
For each breakfast, lunch or dinner entrée purchased on a Monday in October, members receive a punch on their
card. After three punches, the fourth Monday entrée in October is 50% off. We look forward to seeing you often
on Mondays, enjoying your Clubhouse Restaurant.
Warm fall wishes,

Claire
Town Hall Meeting

By Tim Micek, President of the Board of Directors
On Saturday, September 14, the Board of Directors held another community Town Hall meeting at the
Clubhouse. This meeting had an open agenda to encourage members to discuss any issue that was important to
them. The topics varied from how to reduce the speeding
on our roads to creating more safe walking paths within
our community. Some of the other topics discussed were
the need for different types of housing for those of us
who are survivors from the loss of a spouse and the
AGYC budgeting process. Though no decisions were
made during the meeting, the input from our members
was recorded and will be reviewed and added to
upcoming agendas for future monthly Board meetings.
I want to thank those members who attended the Town
Hall meeting to discuss their concerns and suggest ideas
on how to improve our community. Your Board
welcomes your input and the open discussions which
follows, as this is one of the ways we can work together
to determine what we can do to keep our community the
best place to live.

AGYC members attend the Town Hall meeting on
September 14. Although attendance was lower than
expected, many members participated in the lively
discussion.
Photo courtesy of Mary Gin Kennedy
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AGYC Board Meeting Summary
A copy of the complete Board minutes, along with all reports submitted at the meeting, can be seen on the
AGYC website or in the Business Office.
Your AGYC Board conducted a Special Board Meeting on September 7, 2019, at the Clubhouse and took action
on the following:
•

Approved the Jimini proposal for the Country Club Drive E and Country Club Court Asphalt Overlay
Project for $120,999.20 and the estimates provided in the actuals section of the Baseline Comparison
Project-Level Summary. Funding for these items will come from the Roads & Drainage Reserve Fund.

Your AGYC Board met on September 16, 2019, at the Clubhouse and took action on the following:
•

Approved four (4) Tree Committee requests for tree removals.

•

Approved the Skid Steer Replacement Quote #3, not to exceed $43,000 utilizing Reserve Funds.

•

Proposed a policy change for sunset to sunrise closure of the Wickiup and The Pointe, except during
authorized events. This will go to the Document Review Committee for drafting.

•

Rescinded the motion from the August 19, 2019, Board meeting associated with the dumping policy. The
Document Review Committee will provide another draft policy on dumping for consideration.

•

Rejected the offer for parcel numbers 32104-54-00111 and 32104-54-00112 as payment in full on
delinquencies.

Upcoming meetings are:
•
•
•
•

Board Meeting – Clubhouse, Monday, October 21, 2019, at 6pm.
Board Retreat – Saturday, November 9, 2019, 10am – 2pm.
Strategic Planning Workshop – Monday, November 18, 2019, 5 – 6pm.
Board Meeting – Clubhouse, Monday, November 18, 2019, at 6pm.

August 2019 Financial Report
Operations Income
Operations Expenses
Operations Net income
Less Loan Expense income:
Adjusted Operation income:
Reserve Income
Reserve Expenses
Reserve Net Income

Actual: $313,972
Actual: $304,901
Actual: $ 9,071
($ 4,659)
$ 4,412
Actual: $ 26,350
Actual: $ 5,403
Actual: $ 20,947

Account Balances
Operating Funds:
Contingency Funds:
Debt Service Account Funds:
CH Assessment Reserve:
Reserve Funds:
Parcel Summary
AGYC Lots for Sale
AGYC Common Area Lots
Private lots in good standing
Private lots delinquent
Alderbrook Properties, LLC lots

Budget: $ 281,205
Budget: $ 276,288
Budget: $ 4,918
Budget: $28,857
Budget: $ 0.00
Budget: $28,857

.

Foremast Team
Eileen Baumgardner, Julie Hinman,
Kelly Holtz, Mary Gin Kennedy,
Chuck Piazza, Glenda Stone
Glenda Stone, Advertising
57glendas@gmail.com
Submission DEADLINE:
No later than the
22nd of each month

$ 172,097
$ 5,827
$ 19,717
$ 34,730
$534,684

If you would like to place an ad in the
Foremast, please contact Glenda
Stone. If you have a name, address or
phone number change, would like an
event to be included in the monthly
calendar or have other questions,
please contact Mary Gin Kennedy,
206-853-1649.

17
20
513
18
149
Photo courtesy of
Total
717McEachin
Colleen

Note: This newsletter contains
material submitted by third parties.
Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club
cannot be held responsible for any
illegality arising from error, omission
or inaccuracy in such material.
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Building and Architectural Committee

By Rod Heidemann, Outgoing Chair of the Building and Architectural Committee
You can tell the time of the year by the length of the Building & Architectural (B&A) Committee meetings. In
the spring, the meetings can last three to four hours. The September meeting lasted just an hour.
The B&A Committee met on September 9 and approved the following:
•

A variance request for 350 E Jack Pine Lane.

•

A paint and fencing request for 140 E Dogwood Lane.

•

A concrete pad installation for 60 E Vine Maple Lane.

•

A fence request for 181 E Dogwood Lane.

The next B&A Committee meeting will be on Monday, October 14, at 2pm and will be chaired by the new
committee chair, Rhonda Westover.

Luigi’s Bingo Draws a Cheerful Crowd
By Norm Hammer

Luigi’s returned for a spirited evening of bingo on Thursday, September 26. The enthusiastic crowd of bingo
players enjoyed a tasty lasagna dinner followed by 10 rounds of bingo plus
the 50/50 blackout round. Luigi’s Bingo Night is always a lighthearted
evening with yummy food and drink, unusual prizes and lots of laughter.
Luigi’s is the name given to an old Alderbrook tradition of raising money
internally for community projects or equipment for which there is no
funding. Luigi's recently purchased a portable commercial generator for
the community and donated $500 towards the new Cyclone Challenger
play structure at the Wickiup. When you come to Luigi’s Bingo, you are
also helping to raise money to support your community when there is an
unmet need that Luigi’s can help fund.
Bingo Caller Norm Hammer (center)
and Assistant Bingo Caller Pete Wall
(far left), wearing matching vests
supplied by Norm, check Archie
Araujo's (right) bingo card before he
selects a prize. He chose a Seahawks
fleece throw.

Craig Chapman
grins and shows
his winnings for
the blackout
bingo round.
Gordon and Marilyn Keller (foreground)
and Jerry and Kay McAvinew are ready to
daub their bingo cards as soon as one of
their numbers is called at Luigi's bingo on
September 26.
Photos courtesy of Mary Gin Kennedy

Mary Gin Kennedy selects
her prize for winning a
round of bingo.
Photo courtesy of Ginger Bridwell
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From the Head Golf Professional—Sam Smith
It’s October, and, while many of you will be taking off to chase that sunshine, we will have a
bunch of really fun activities this winter for those who are lucky enough to stay around
Alderbrook during the Jack Frost months. We will again have our Winter Tour Series, Fireside
Chats, Ladies Clinics and more. If you have any requests for activities or something you think we
should try, please don’t hesitate to email me at headpro@alderbrookgolf.com. We are here for
you, and your engagement is paramount to the success of our club!
We also have some new merchandise in the Golf Shop for all you Seahawk and UW fans with
lots of great choices for both men and women from Cutter & Buck. For those looking for Christmas gifts, we
also have new ball markers, repair tools and hat clips from Lorente, as well as some new AGYC-logoed water
bottles and wine tumblers from EcoVessel.
We have scheduled a Coed/Couples event on Sunday, October 13, with a shotgun start
at 2pm, and, don’t worry, the Hawks game is at 10am against the Browns, so you can
celebrate the win with some friends and fun on the course. The only outside event this
month is a small group on Wednesday, October 2, with a 10am shotgun start, which will
limit tee time availability for a couple hours after Men’s Club. Make sure to look out for
the emails for the Winter Tour Series and dates for the Fireside Chats!

From the Greens Superintendent—Chad Johnson
The transition from summer to fall entails getting the golf course ready for winter. The more we
can get done before the first frost the better. Fall is ideal for root growth and sets the table for
spring 2020. We not only aerate the greens, but we also do the tees, approaches, surrounds,
fairways and roughs. Over-seeding is also being administered.
Top dressing our course is the backbone for a successful golf season as it not only improves
drainage but also creates a nice root zone for the grass to thrive. We will top dress as much as
possible (weather permitting) until the rains of November make it no longer feasible. My studies have shown
that applying as much top dressing as possible during the non-peak season results in less "localized dry spot"
and more efficient use of irrigation during the summer season.
This year we were denied a spring, which, much like fall, is used to prep the golf course for the upcoming peak
season. Nothing is guaranteed anymore regarding the weather so we must keep the pedal down and get as many
tasks at hand accomplished while the weather is agreeable.

New AGYC License Plate Frames
Purchase your classy AGYC member license plate
frame to show your affiliation with Alderbrook.
License plate frames are now available online in the
member only section of our website or in the Business
Office. Cost is $20 plus tax.

5

AGYC Foremast

October 2019

continued from page 4

Men’s Club News By Gary Gozart

As we head into the last month of the official Men’s Club activities, we can look back at
another great year. Unfortunately, our President, Jim Sroke, became ill and was not able to
participate for much of the summer. Our Captain, Michael Johnston, stepped up and did a
marvelous job filling in for Jim. Our thanks to both gentlemen.
After Jim announced that he was not going to be able to continue to serve as Men's Club
President, the Men’s Club Board decided to hold a celebration of Jim’s long service to our
Men’s Club, as well as to our Alderbrook community in general. This event was held on
Sunday, September 15, with a large crowd in attendance. Jim was presented with a service
award for his many years of good work on behalf of the Men’s Club. It was announced that
hereafter this award will be presented to a Men’s Club member who exhibits the same level of dedication to the
club exemplified by Jim. It will be called the Jim Sroke Service Award. In addition to the service award, the
Board purchased a brick for the front entrance of the Clubhouse, and Jim was given emeritus status as Men’s
Club President.
Looking forward in October are several noteworthy events. Coming up first on October 2 is the election of
officers for 2020 and the annual “Beat the Officers” game. Everyone will want to give the officers a beating so
be sure to come out. Additionally, in October are the Brook Cup and the annual Turkey Shoot so there are more
opportunities for great competition remaining in our golf season.
"And now to conclude, another bit of poetry from the best American poet for the people, Ogden Nash:
To keep your marriage brimming
With love in the loving cup,
Whenever you’re wrong, admit it;
Whenever you’re right, shut up."
Say goodnight, Gracie.

Ladies Club News By Glenda Stone
Wow! Fall seemed to arrive overnight bringing cool temperatures and rain. I hope October
brings us a beautiful Indian Summer to wrap up the golf season.
I hope to see you all at our last Ladies Club meeting on Tuesday, October 1, at 9am. Following
the business meeting where we elect officers for next year, the Awards Day Committee has put
together a fun scramble followed by a delicious luncheon and awards presentation. Lorna Martinson, committee
chair, says, “come out and join us in true Sinatra fashion to 'Golf My Way.' It will be a fun, fun day!” I, for one,
can’t wait to see what's in store for us. We still have much golf ahead of us this month with Tuesday golf
starting at 10am. See you on the course!
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Sweet Ending to the Men v Women Golf Tournament and Dessert Auction!
By Co-Chairs Rhonda Westover and Colleen McEachin

What a perfect day for an awesome event! According to the ladies emeritus
who’ve organized this event in prior years, and records in the Golf Shop, this
year gathered more players than ever before – 76 participants (including
many new members) and 38 matches! We were pleased there were one or
two glitches, with the Ladies Club rep, Paulette Johnston, beating the Men’s
Club rep Mike Lambert, and, although close, the Men's Club gathered more
overall match points for the third year in a row. After golf, the yummy street
tacos for dinner were sufficiently filling to encourage dessert bidding enthusiasm.
With 61 delectable desserts to choose from, including the famous Dobson cheesecakes, Chris Cation’s many
cakes and scones, Billie Hendrickson's renowned lemon meringue pies, and Colleen McEachin’s perfect
chocolate chip cookies, the bidding was fast-paced and fun. Special thanks to some of the more persistent
bidders, who spared no dollars to get many sweet treats: Kirk Roediger and Asue Barnes, Randy and Penny
Shelton, Joe and Shaunna Webb and former members Marc and Karen Burns.
The big winner for the 50/50 raffle was Jake Hendricks, who took home $370 (less some
dessert bidding)! The dessert auction raised $6,389.28, and members donated an additional
$760 to the Karen Hilburn Cancer Foundation, for total donations of $7,519.28! AGYC
members deserve a huge round of applause for their generosity, as well as kudos to our
incredible staff – the Golf Shop, the kitchen and bar team, the greens crew, and our GM
Claire Richmond, who filled in for unexpected sick staff.

Jake Hendricks is
all smiles as he
flashes his raffle
winnings!

One more note – thank you to the event committee, in particular to our registrars; Assistant
Pro Grant Cation; dessert organizers; decoration supervisors; 50/50 raffle ticket sellers;
financial wizards Donna Taylor and Ginger Bridwell; dessert girls Cathy Beloit, Colleen
McEachin, and Lynda Schwenk; bid watcher Glenda Stone; credit card taker Paulette
Johnston; Judy Brockmann for her wise counsel and assistance; Karen Hilburn and her
Board members; and finally our Auctioneer Extraordinaire,
Michael Johnston, who pulled out every penny in the room!
We're looking forward to next year and improving on the event.
If you have suggestions, please let us know!

Men's Club Captain and Dessert
Auctioneer Michael Johnston checks out
the leaderboard before the results are
announced.

Ron McClean, Ginny Chitwood, Jake
Hendricks and Jackie Wattnem (left to right)
pose after finishing their round.

Marcia Hawkins
(foreground) and Penny
Shelton ooh and aah over
the table of delicacies
available to bid on at the
Men v Women Dessert
Auction on September 19.

Photos courtesy of Mary Gin Kennedy
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Focus on Leon and Jane Longan
By Mary Gin Kennedy, Foremast Team

Jane and Leon Longan came to Alderbrook by happenstance in March 2015 and soon
were an integral part of our restaurant and community. Under Chef Leon's leadership, the
kitchen flourished. He hired Chef Damien and Chef Dina, and our reputation as a
wonderful restaurant began to spread. Jane greets everyone by name, and her warmth and
thoughtfulness make all guests feel welcome. The Longans are
naturals in the restaurant business. The couple had owned and
worked at Gardner's, the popular pasta and seafood restaurant in
Olympia, for years before retiring in 2013. They brought that
same sense of gracious hospitality and delicious food, including
some of Chef Leon's favorite recipes, to AGYC. They also liked
AGYC so much that they sold their home in Shelton and bought a
house here on Michelle Court in January 2018, so they are truly
part of the AGYC community.
When asked for her impressions of AGYC, Jane said, "I always
tell everyone that this place is magical. I love the chemistry and
the friendships. I love the way the members interact and care for
each other. I love the way new members are welcomed. How
many places can you go where the people and the place are so
perfectly matched?"

Chef Leon keeps an eye
on the Prime Rib Buffet
at Yacht Club on
October 8, 2018. He is
famous for putting on
delicious buffets for
important AGYC
occasions, as well as for
his versions of stuffed
mushrooms, chicken
piccata and desserts.

"Lady" Jane arranges
flowers so the table will All AGYC members are invited to a party on Friday, October
be perfect before the
11, at 5pm in the Clubhouse where we will honor Chef Leon
Men v Women Dessert
and Jane for their four-and one-half years of service to AGYC.
Auction on September
19, 2019. A consummate
hostess, Jane has a
smile and good word for
Photos courtesy of Mary Gin Kennedy
everyone.

Fall Yard Cleanup Time

By Jeff Bickford, Chair of the Environment Committee
Even though it seems like the fall weather started a little earlier than usual this year,
fall is now officially here, and with it comes the desire to get the leaves raked and the
yard cleaned up prior to winter. For a little while longer, you will still be able to take your leaves, needles,
branches and brush to the Organics Collection Site (OCS) before it closes for the winter. In October, the OCS
will be open the usual days (Mondays, and Saturday, October 5), but the final day of operation for 2019 will be
Saturday, November 2. After that day, the facility will remain closed until the first Saturday in March, so don't
wait too long to get your yard work done. Otherwise, after November 2, you can always take your yard debris to
one of Mason County's solid waste transfer stations, such as the one in Union on McReavy Road or the Eells
Hill facility just west of Shelton.

Thank You!
The Environment Committee thanks the AGYC members who watered and cared for the beautiful
hanging baskets in our neighborhoods this summer. Kudos to Claudette Hamelin, Judy Hartford,
Billie Hendrickson and Wally Plagemann for adding to the beauty of our community.
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Yacht Club, Pete Wall, Commodore
Mates – What a September gathering! Weather forced a last-minute venue change from the Wickiup
to the Clubhouse for the RED, WHITE AND BLUE Salmon BBQ. Rear Commodore Ken Goldblatt
was stationed at the Wickiup to vector folks to the Clubhouse. What a community enterprise! With
the leadership of GM Claire Richmond, the Clubhouse staff were able to change the day's program
to accommodate the Yacht Club for the evening. Further, because of a quick response from Rick's
(Reclusado) Callers, the membership was notified of the change. Wow! The evening came off
without a hitch, and Chef Dina's presentation of the salmon was fabulous. We had a choice of Cajun or lemon
dill seasonings. Seconds anyone? Thanks to all. The raffle winners: Ron McClean won the 50-50 drawing and
Judy Wall (no nepotism here!) won the beer barrel basket.
The Prime Rib feast will be on Monday, October 14, at the Clubhouse. This event is always a
winner. For your $15 ($25 for guests), you get the full meal deal. The menu includes salad,
baked potato, seasonal vegetables, prime rib (au jus, horseradish) and dessert. We'll get
started at 4pm with happy hour and plan to eat at 5:15pm. Note: It is important that when you
are contacted by Rick's Callers that you commit to attending if that is your intention. Getting an accurate count
is important to ensure adequate preparation. The Yacht Club leadership change of command ceremony will be
deferred to our November meeting due to scheduling conflicts.

A mischievous Ivan Budd (third on the right)
photobombs his unsuspecting wife Diane (second on
the right) as Lee Ferguson (rear) enjoys the joke at
Yacht Club on September 9. Others sitting at the
table are Chuck and Nancy Kizziar (foreground) and
Sharon Ferguson (rear).

Chef Dina serves Vice Commodore Bill Holtz a slice
of salmon delectably seasoned with Cajun spices at
the September 9 Yacht Club buffet dinner. Rear
Commodore Ken Goldblatt (red shirt) and his wife
Mary Anne serve themselves from a dazzling array of
side dishes.

Photos courtesy of Mary Gin Kennedy

Lady Putter's Club "Holes Out" the Season
The Lady Putter's Club will hold its last luncheon of the year on Monday, October 7, at 12pm at
the Clubhouse. Please wear your best "Putter's Uniform" for the annual photo.
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Roads and Drainage Infrastructure Program Progress Update
By Ken Goldblatt, Ad Hoc Volunteer Infrastructure Technical Manager

The asphalt overlay and bid documents were completed, and the bidding
process resulted in the selection of Jimini Paving as our paving contractor for
the 2019/20 infrastructure program. Jimini is the same paving contractor that
did the work at E Vine Maple Lane last May, and we are pleased to have both
Jimini and Zephyr continue their work at Alderbrook.
We held the pre-construction meeting and updated our rough schedule for the
sequence of operations. By the time you read this, we will have completed the
planning and some mobilization elements during the week of September 16
and commenced the drainage scope during the week of September 23. The
This year's Roads and Drainage
construction work on E Country remaining drainage and paving operations for this year will be performed in a
Club E, E Country Club Court two-week period between September 30 and October 12, subject to the
cooperation of the weather.
and Beach Drive starts on
September 24. Expect select
traffic restrictions over the next
few weeks as various activities
get underway. Thanks for
everyone's patience working
around the detours. Let’s hope
for some calm weather!
Photo courtesy of Ken Goldblatt

During construction, there will be periods of restricted access, which will be
communicated to the community via email blasts from the Business Office.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation with the construction work. Effort
will be taken to minimize access issues. Please drive carefully around the work
areas and realize that traffic conditions are fluid. We’ve been talking about this
program for a few years and are excited to put some more scope in the
completed column!

Party Bridge Results
Please Remember the Proprieties – Golf Carts
By Linda Creswell
Operation of any moving vehicle in our lives naturally
requires care and common sense. Regarding golf
carts, restrictions put forward are mostly for safety
and to protect the turf. As stated in AGYC's Policies
& Procedures 4.3 D. 4 (page 17), “Children under the
age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult while
operating a power golf cart on AGYC premises.”
Washington state law states, “No Driver’s License
needed to operate a golf cart, however the driver must
be at least 16 years old and have completed a driver
education course or have previous experience as a
licensed driver.”
This is pretty straight forward guidance. Just
remember that even though the grandkids want to take
a spin in grandpa’s or
grandma’s buggy, grandpa
or grandma must go along
for the ride.
Just say no!
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August 28
1st: Joan Russell
2nd: Michelle Gray
3rd: Jeanie White
September 4
1st: Joann Cornell
2nd: Michelle Gray
3rd: Joyce Mallory
September 11
1st: Pat Lewallen
2nd: Anne McGinness
3rd: Jeanie White
Slam: Jeanie White/Pat Lewallen
September 18
1st: Joyce Mallory
2nd: Nell Martin
3rd: Sharon Defresne
Slam: Pat Lewallen/Billie Hendrickson/
Sharon Dufresne
September 25
1st: Billie Hendrickson
2nd: Evelyn Flickinger
3rd: Sharon Defresne
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The House and Facilities Committee "Plays Around" at the Wickiup
By Carolyn Kennedy, Member of the House and Facilities Committee

The next time you stop by the Wickiup, you may do a doubletake when you see
the newly-installed electric blue "Cyclone Challenger" in the playground area
sitting there like a mini-UFO on its own pea gravel pad. The eye-catching
plastic and steel "play structure" has been described as a "wild convergence of
three curved climbing panels" featuring "curved rock wall panels that have
brightly colored handholds." It's a great piece of equipment for youngsters to
climb and jump on and develop hand-eye-coordination, muscle strength and
other motor skills. This new structure was made possible by the generous
donations of our Alderbrook neighbors, including at a wine tasting party last
November, and a contribution from Luigi's coupled with a lot of hard work by
the House and Facilities (H&F) Committee and the maintenance staff. Thank
you to all who made this possible.

Cyclone Challenger

It is my hope that we can continue to bring our playground into the 21st century
over the next few years. There is daily evidence of children playing in the sandy areas with dump trucks,
graders and similar toys so I am enthused about putting in a sand box, which is fairly inexpensive and not as
labor intensive as other projects might be. A welcoming playground will not only aid in selling properties at
AGYC, but our children and grandchildren will be delighted.
Other noticeable improvements at the Wickiup have been
underway recently. H&F Committee members Tom Kennedy
and Paul Strapac revamped the two new pickleball courts and
the basketball
court and
constructed a
"barn" to protect
our new BBQ
from the
elements, and
David Green's
memorial garden
has been
renovated.
Maintenance crew member Brent Starr dumps
32 yards of pea gravel to create a safe and
reliable surface for the Cyclone Challenge
play area.

Pickleball players try out the new pickleball courts on September 23.
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Tom Kennedy and Paul Strapac install the
Challenger Cyclone at the Wickiup on September 20.
The maintenance crew dug out the area for the play
structure, and Tom and Paul did most of the rest of
the work.

Photos courtesy of Tom
and Carolyn Kennedy

AGYC Foremast

October 2019

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
We are so fortunate to live in such an incredible community of exceptional
people! We wish to send a very special thank you to AGYC and the Men’s
Club for an overwhelming evening on September 15. Of special note is the
work of Claire Richmond, Michael Johnston and the Activities Committee
to organize this event. I was moved by the number of people who came
to commemorate my retirement from serving as President of the Men’s
Club, on various committees, and as former officer of the Board of
Directors. It was so good to see all of you again and to have the
opportunity to speak with many.

Thank you to the Men’s Club for honoring my term as President
with a $500 brick, which has been placed at the entrance to
the Clubhouse. I was also presented with a replica of the new
perpetual “Jim Sroke Service Award” plaque, which will be put
with the other Men’s Club Award plaques in the Clubhouse.
Thank you as well to the kitchen and serving staff for the
delicious appetizers, cake and service.
“Miss Carol” sends her thank you for the beautiful etched
crystal vase and bouquet of roses. What an unexpected and
appreciated surprise!
Sincerely,
Jim and Carol Sroke

Old and new neighbors are invited

to attend the Welcome Reception
at the Clubhouse
Saturday, October 26, 2019
from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
We hope to see you there!
The Alderbrook Welcoming Committee
12
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Person of Interest
Welcome Home, Margaret Norbeck!
By Jan Hinman

Nearly 40 years ago, Margaret and Roy Norbeck ventured from their
home in Seattle to play golf at AGYC … and fell in love with the place.
They came with six close friends and stayed in cabins at what is now the
Alderbrook Resort & Spa.
It wasn’t long before they returned looking for a lot to buy and found
exactly what they wanted. Soon, Roy started building the house that now
sits at 51 E Flaggwood Lane. The neighborhood was mostly empty lots at
that time, but Margaret remembers fondly that Virgil and Mickey Morgan
lived just up the hill. Over the next few years, Roy, who was retired, spent
many weeks at Alderbrook lovingly building the house. “He got up early
and worked until 3:30,” said his daughter, Carol Norbeck, “He always
stopped then to play golf.” Roy got help on many weekends from
Margaret, his kids and many extended family members and friends. “We
worked hard, but it was a lot of fun,” said Carol.
Margaret Norbeck recently returned to
Alderbrook, moving into the house her

“Dad died in 1989 and never lived here full time,” Carol said. Margaret, husband built nearly 40 years ago.
Daughter Carol (shown here) and Tim
who retired from working at Seafirst Bank in 1988, decided to move to
Micek have lived in the home for the
Alderbrook full time in the spring of 1990. Then she “unretired” a few
months later and went back to work at the bank, which had become Bank past 10 years.
of America. She commuted three days a week to Seattle for the next six
Photo courtesy of Tim Micek
years and has many stories about that commute. She left Alderbrook in
1996 to be nearer to her oldest daughter, Janet, who was in Issaquah and
was incapacitated from multiple sclerosis. “I decided to buy the house from Mom to keep it in the family,” said
Carol, who was living in Seattle at the time. “It was the last thing Dad built.”
Carol was dating Tim Micek at the time, but it was a rather long-distance relationship. They were both working
in the optical field, and their dates were mostly at optical meetings throughout the U.S. After four years of this
arrangement, Carol left Seattle, and they settled in New Jersey where Tim had a residence. But the couple did
not abandon the house in Alderbrook. “We spent many holidays there,” Carol said. At one Thanksgiving, they
hosted 32 friends and family. “We had to take all the furniture out of the living room,” she recalled. “We had it
catered by Victoria’s, which is now Robin Hood.”
Tim and Carol moved back to Washington in 2003, lived in Kirkland and then in a condo in downtown Seattle,
all the while spending even more time at Alderbrook. “We would come over on weekends and leave at 5am
Monday mornings because I was still working,” Carol said. “Leaving was so sad. We kept asking ourselves
‘Why are we leaving here?’ Finally, we decided not to leave here.” Carol retired, and they became full-time
residents late in 2009. They have been active members of the community ever since, with Tim now serving as
President of the Board of Directors.
But the story doesn’t end there. In August, Margaret, now 92 years young, moved back into the house she had
called home some 20 years ago. “I am getting settled in, and it is wonderful to be back,” she said. She’s been out
and about with Tim and Carol quite a bit since her return. If you see her at the Clubhouse, (you can’t miss her
with her wonderfully coiffed hair and sparkling eyes), be sure to say, “Welcome home, Margaret!”
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New AGYC Members
A warm welcome to our new AGYC members who joined us last month.
Bruce and Janet Markham
140 E Vine Maple Lane
Union, WA 98592
Nathan Peterson
220 E Blackberry Lane
Union, WA 98592

Ernie and Colleen Taylor
41 E Michelle Drive
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
91 E Soderberg Road, Unit 12
Allyn, WA 98524

Yi Hua Yang Saunders
300 E Michelle Drive
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
4712 Towhee Drive NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98332

Member Directory Update
Jan Hinman
360-680-2757 (delete)

Community Announcements
•

Candidate Forum: The Hood Canal Improvement Club will host a Candidate Forum at the Clubhouse for
the Mason County District 6 Fire Commissioner Position #2 (the Union Fire Department) on Tuesday,
October 1, at 5:30 pm (social hour) and 6pm (Candidate Forum). A new commissioner will be elected on
November 5, 2019, so come hear what the two candidates have to say.

•

Volunteers Needed: Mason General Hospital needs volunteers. If you are interested or to apply, visit
www.masongeneral.com/community/volunteering or contact Volunteer Coordinator Lonnie Hatman at
360-427-3621 or lhatman@masongeneral.com.

•

Community Library: Suddenly, it's October, and a chill is in the air. It's time to check out the Community
Library in the Annex and read a book. The shelves are overflowing with good reads so stop by and pick up a
few books to curl up with this month.

•

Wildlife: Even with all the construction going on, this is still a rural area. There have been recent traces (not
sightings) of cougars (not WSU fans) as well as reports of bear scat around AGYC. Other predators, such as
coyotes and eagles, live in our area. Never approach cougars or other wildlife, especially if the animal is near
a kill or with its young, and always be mindful of personal and pet safety. The Washington Department of
Fish & Wildlife recommends that if you encounter a cougar, try to appear larger than the animal, stand tall,
don’t run, wave your arms, make noise, throw rocks and pick up small children. Never take your eyes off the
cougar, turn your back, crouch or try to hide. The idea is to convince the cougar that you are not prey, but a
potential danger. If the cougar attacks, fight back aggressively and try to stay on your feet.

•

AGYC's Speed Limit: Remember that AGYC's speed limit is 20mph on our roads and 25mph on E
Manzanita Drive. Please drive carefully and observe the speed limit.
14
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Spooky Times Planned by the Activities Committee
By Paulette Johnston, Chair of the Activities Committee
Well, September went out like a lamb for the Activities
Committee, but we have been quietly planning your
October. Bunco is back on Thursday, October 17, with
a lesson at 4:30pm and Bunco starting at 5pm. The
entry fee is $10 per person. You might win it back!
Mark your calendars for Pumpkin Carving with Jane on
October 25 at 4pm and a "boo-tiful" Halloween party
on October 31 at 5pm (cover charge $10 for AGYC
members, $15 for non-members). You have plenty of
time to start thinking about what "spook-tacular"
costume you might want to wear. You may even win a
"fang-tastic" prize. There will be ghoulish music and
dancing with a live DJ and, of course, hauntingly
delicious food. The party is restricted to guests 21 years
and older and is open to the public. For questions,
please call Lisa Fluke or Colleen McEachin.
If you would like to belong to this ghostly group, the next meeting of the Activities Committee is Monday,
October 7, at 3pm at the Clubhouse. We would be frightfully happy to have you join us.
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Harmony Hill brings you an intimate opportunity to take a first look at Mark
Nepo’s upcoming book, with the author himself, Drinking from the River of
Light: The Life of Expression.
Harmony Hill is presenting a three-day retreat with the author Mark Nepo,
bestselling poet and philosopher and New York Times #1 bestselling author,
on October 25-27.
Mark has been interviewed by Oprah Winfrey as part of her Soul Series radio
show, and also was interviewed by Robin Roberts on Good Morning
America. This book was released on 9/3/19. Copies will be available for
purchase and autograph during the retreat.
For more information and reservations, please contact Harmony Hill at (360) 898-2363.
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Curt Creswell
Managing Broker

Northwest Real Estate Shelton

1781 W. Shelton Matlock Rd., PO Box 6
Shelton, WA 98584
Bus 360-426-9748
Cell 360-463-8136
curt@bhhsshelton.comA
www.CallCurt.com

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates LLC.

17

AGYC Foremast

October 2019

Salon at Union Square
310 E Dalby Rd. Suite 40
Union, WA
Kay Shin Hair Stylist
360-801-2662
Monday, Wednesday and Fridays
•
•
•

•

18

Good news! Kay Shin at the Salon at
Union Square now offers Hair Perms
Specializing in Men’s and Women’s cuts.
Color. Highlights. (Redken Chromatic
and Prismatic. Permanent Color. Zero
Ammonia.
Skin care: Full facial , deep clean with
steamer, scrub, suction and facial mask
(one hour, 20 minutes). Facials starting
at $60.
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LOOKING AHEAD—SAVE THE DATES
By Mary Gin Kennedy, Foremast Team

GM Report Continued from Page 1

Tuesday, November 5: General Election Day.

Monday, November 11: Yacht Club final potluck and change of command. Veterans Day. Free entry to all
state parks.
Saturday, November 16: AGYC's 5th Holiday Gift Fair. Contact Activities Committee Chair Paulette Johnston
if you are interested in being a vendor or working on the committee.
Saturday, November 16: 17th annual Thanksgiving dinner hosted by the New Community Church of Union
from 12 to 6pm. Free with a donation of non-perishable food or cash.
Monday, November 18: Strategic Planning Workshop for the Board of Directors and Committee Chairs at 5pm.
Friday, November 29: The Tree Lighting Ceremony, a complimentary community event, at Alderbrook Resort
& Spa. Festivities begin at 4pm. See Santa Claus light the tree and enjoy hot drinks and fireworks. Live music in
the lounge from 8 to 11pm.
Saturday, December 7: AGYC's Annual Holiday Party at 5pm at the Clubhouse.
Monday, December 9: Golf Cart Caroling around the community sponsored by the Activities Committee.
Tuesday, December 31: AGYC's New Year's Eve party sponsored by the Activities Committee.
COMMUNITY CONTACTS
Professional Staff
General Manager
Claire Richmond
Office Administrator
Dawn Hayman
Receptionist
Head Golf Professional
Sam Smith
Food & Beverage Manager
Green Superintendent
Chad Johnson

Board of Directors
360-898-2560 x2 Office
360-972-5475 Cell
gm@alderbrookgolf.com
360-898-2560 x2
admin@alderbrookgolf.com

Tim Micek
President

201-452-4694
tmicek@hcc.net

Michael Johnston
Vice President

360-898-2560 x2
frontdesk@alderbrookgolf.com
360-898-2560 x1
headpro@alderbrookgolf.com
360-898-2560 x3
events@alderbrookgolf.com
360-898-2522
greensuper@alderbrookgolf.com

Dave Hawkins
Treasurer
Teresa Araujo
Secretary
Marnie Hart

360-898-5055 Home
661-440-1344 Cell
mikeyjohnston@yahoo.com
425-923-9327
Dhawkins88@hcc.net
360-898-0137
npteri@gmail.com
360-898-0136
mhart@hcc.net
360-292-9750
Ronwarren.rw@gmail.com
360-229-9808
winchell@hctc.com

Ron Warren
Jim Winchell

Committee Chairs
Activities
Paulette Johnston
Adjudication
John Dobson

360-898-5055
mrsjohnston@yahoo.com
360-898-2319
jdobson@membersonlyinc.com

Golf
Mike Lambert
Green Committee
Jake Hendricks
Mary Lockwood

Building & Architectural
Rhonda Westover
Communications
Glenda Stone
Election
Karen Dobson
Emergency Preparedness
(EPAC)
Eileen Baumgardner
Environment
Jeff Bickford
Finance
Bill Holtz

360-463-6137
rhondaatalderbrook@gmail.com
360-898-0019
57glendas@gmail.com
360-898-2319
Karen.dobson@membersonlyinc.com
360-898-0292
evbaumgardner@gmail.com

House & Facilities
Carol Norbeck
Nomination
Sharon Ferguson
Roads & Drainage
Rhonda Westover
Strategic Planning
Bill Holtz

503-371-3622
jbick@aol.com
916-849-9167
foolyshguy@hotmail.com

Trees
Rod Heidemann
Welcoming
Judy Hartford
Barb Hoonan

19

509-520-9874
mikenrayni@gmail.com
360-898-4980 (Jake)
Jakeandeldeen13@hcc.net
360-545-4414 (Mary)
welmtl@hcc.net
360-898-4404
Tca7@hcc.net
360-898-6565
Lnsferguson@gmail.com
360-463-6137
rhondaatalderbrook@gmail.com
916-849-9167
foolyshguy@hotmail.com
360-898-0292
rwheidemann@gmail.com
425-301-9255 (Judy)
jmhartford@comcast.net
360-870-8738 (Barb)
barbarahoonan@gmail.com
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For an online version of this calendar, visit the members section of www.alderbrookgolf.com.
(Unless otherwise noted, all locations are in the Clubhouse.)

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Ladies Club Business
Meeting 9am followed by
Awards Day Golf &
Luncheon
Hood Canal Mahjong
1-4pm Annex
Candidate Forum 5:30pm
Social Hour followed by
6pm Forum

2
Exercise Class 8am
Men’s Club Business
Meeting 8:15am followed
by 9am Shotgun
Pickleball 9am Wickiup
Yoga 9:30am
Hand & Foot 10am
Party Bridge 10am
Annex
Mahjong 2:30pm
Wok Wednesday 4pm
Poker 7pm Annex

3
Ladies Club Tee
Times
Table Tennis 9am
NCCU Bible Study
9:30am
Italian Night 4pm
Seahawks v Rams
5:20pm Football
Specials & Swag

4
Exercise Class 8am
Men’s Club Tee Times
Duplicate Bridge 10am
Annex
Mexican Train Dominoes
2pm

5
Pickleball 9am
Wickiup
Organics Collection
Site Open
10am-12pm
Men’s Club Brook
Cup-Tee Times

8
Ladies Club 10am Shotgun
Hood Canal Mahjong
1-4pm Annex
Finance Committee 3pm
Strategic Planning
Committee 4pm
Poker 7pm Annex
Fiesta Tuesday Mexican
Specials All Day

9
Exercise Class-8am
Men’s Club 9am Shotgun
Pickleball 9am Wickiup
Yoga 9:30am
Welcome Committee
10am
Hand & Foot 10am
Party Bridge 10am
Annex
Mahjong 2:30pm
Wok Wednesday 4pm
Poker 7pm Annex

10
Ladies Club Tee
Times
Table Tennis 9am
NCCU Bible Study
9:30am
Golf Committee 2pm
Italian Night 4pm

11
Exercise Class 8am
Men’s Club Tee Times
Duplicate Bridge 10am
Annex
Mexican Train Dominoes
2pm
Party Honoring
Chef Leon and Jane 5pm

14
Exercise Class 8am
Table Tennis 9am
Organics Collection Site
Open 10am-12pm
Mahjong 1pm
B&A Committee 2pm
Clubhouse CLOSES 3pm
Yacht Club 4pm
**Punch Card Monday**

15
Ladies Club Clinic 9am
followed by 10am Shotgun
Hood Canal Mahjong
1-4pm Annex

16
Exercise Class-8am
Men’s Club 9am Shotgun
followed by
Awards Luncheon
Pickleball 9am Wickiup
Yoga 9:30am
Hand & Foot 10am
Party Bridge 10am
Annex
Mahjong 2:30pm
Wok Wednesday 4pm
Poker 7pm Annex

17
Table Tennis 9am
NCCU Bible Study
9:30am
Italian Night 4pm
Bunco 4:30pm lesson
followed by Bunco at
5pm

21

22
Ladies Club 10am Shotgun
Hood Canal Mahjong
1-4pm Annex
Poker 7pm Annex
Fiesta Tuesday Mexican
Specials All Day

23
Exercise Class 8am
Pickleball 9am Wickiup
Yoga 9:30am
Men’s Club 10am
Shotgun
Hand & Foot 10am
Party Bridge 10am
Annex
Mahjong 2:30pm
Wok Wednesday 4pm
Poker 7pm Annex

24
Ladies Club Tee
Times
Table Tennis 9am
NCCU Bible Study
9:30am
Farewell Party
for Kayla 2pm
H&F Committee 4pm

Seasonal Restaurant & Lounge
Hours:
Sunday-Thursday:

9am-8pm

Friday & Saturday:

9am-9pm

Happy Hour: Monday-Friday

3-6pm

Hours subject to change for special events

Golf Shop Hours: 7am-5pm Daily

6

7
Exercise Class 8am
Table Tennis 9am
Organics Collection Site
Open 10am-12pm
Lady Putters Luncheon
12pm
Mahjong 1pm
Activities Committee 3pm
Catch of the Day 4pm
**Punch Card Monday**

13
Seahawks v Browns
10am
Football Specials &
Swag
Coed/Couples Golf
2pm followed by BBQ
Dinner

20

Exercise Class 8am

Fall Harvest Brunch
9am-1pm (Music:
Rick Banuelos)
Seahawks v Ravens
1:25pm
Football Specials &
Swag

Table Tennis 9am
Organics Collection Site
Open 10am-12pm
Mahjong 1pm
Communications Committee
4pm

Poker 7pm Annex
Fiesta Tuesday Mexican
Specials All Day

Green Committee 2pm
Lions Club 5pm
Poker 7pm Annex
Fiesta Tuesday Mexican
Specials All Day

Board of Directors Meeting
6pm
Catch of the Day 4pm
**Punch Card Monday**

27

28

Seahawks v Falcons
10am
Football Specials &
Swag

Exercise Class 8am
Table Tennis 9am
Coffee with the GM 9am
Organics Collection Site Open
10am-12pm

Community Fire Pit
@ The Pointe 3pm
(Music: Oma Wilcox)

Mahjong 1pm
Chef Dina Cooking Class 2pm
Catch of the Day 4pm
Karaoke 6-8pm
**Punch Card Monday**

29
Ladies Club 10am Shotgun
Hood Canal Mahjong
1-4pm Annex
Poker 7pm Annex
Fiesta Tuesday Mexican
Specials All Day

Italian Night 4pm

30

31
Ladies Club Tee
Times 8-10am
Table Tennis 9am
NCCU Bible Study
9:30am
Halloween Party 5pm
(cover charge)

Hand & Foot 10am

Wok Wednesday 4pm
Poker 7pm Annex

20

12
Pickleball 9am
Wickiup
Environment
Committee 9am
Paint ‘n Sip 2pm
Music: Rick
Banuelos 6-8pm

Music: TBD 6-8pm

Exercise Class-8am
Pickleball 9am Wickiup
Men’s Club 10am Shotgun
Party Bridge 10am
Annex
Mahjong 2:30pm

Clubhouse CLOSED
All Day for Private
Event

18
Exercise Class 8am
Duplicate Bridge 10am
Annex
Mexican Train Dominoes
2pm
EPAC Committee 3pm
Karaoke 6-8pm

25
Exercise Class 8am
Men’s Club Tee Times
Duplicate Bridge 10am
Annex
Mexican Train Dominoes
2pm
Jane’s Pumpkin Carving
Party 4pm
Music: The Lady Drinks
Whiskey 6-8pm

19
Pickleball 9am
Wickiup
Men’s Club Turkey
Shoot 10am Shotgun
Clubhouse CLOSES
2pm for Private
Event

26
Pickleball 9am
Wickiup
Pumpkin Catapulting
Contest @ Hunter
Farms 12-1:30pm
Welcome Reception
4-5:30pm
Prime Rib Dinner
4pm
Music: Oma Wilcox
6-8pm

