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The shadowy shape of The Traveler is clearly visible on the face of Mount Washington
looking up from the golf course on April 15.

Report from the GM—Claire Richmond 360-898-2560 gm@alderbrookgolf.com
Happy May Day, Alderbrook!
A big thanks to the many community helpers who have made life more enjoyable for their
neighbors during this unusual time. “Community” is what makes AGYC strong and resilient.
As we prepare for the transition from “Stay Home” to a phase of modified golf and reengagement of some community services, we are connected more than ever. By collectively and
individually respecting and following the most prudent health and safety measures, we will be
able to minimize the risk of spreading COVID-19 as we reclaim some of our favorite routines and activities.

The great news is that we look forward to opening golf to AGYC members and the public beginning May 5.
Although there will be continued health and safety measures impacting how we play, we are grateful to get
back to a game that is so well loved at AGYC. As you well know, timelines for returning the Clubhouse and all
AGYC operations to normal are not yet available. We will continue monitoring government restrictions and
advice in order to open incrementally as it is safe and advisable to do so.
Please continue joining us on Saturday mornings at 11am for the Virtual GM Coffee Hour via Zoom, and
don’t miss the Meet the Candidates Forum on Sunday, May 3, at 3pm, via Zoom. Invitations for community
meetings are sent out to AGYC members via our eblast system. If you are not receiving eblasts, please email
me at gm@alderbrookgolf.com.
Wishing you good health!

Claire
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AGYC Board Meeting Summary
A copy of the complete Board minutes, along with all reports submitted at the meeting, can be seen
on the AGYC website or in the Business Office.
Your AGYC Board met on April 20, 2020, via Zoom and took action on the following:
• Removal of five (5) Doug Fir trees for the Roads & Drainage project. These trees are located on
Virginia Court by the 17th fairway.
• Removal of four (4) Doug Fir trees causing damage to driveway at 70 E Eastwood Lane.
• Approved keeping the AGYC Annual Meeting and the Meet the Candidates Forum dates as
scheduled. These meetings will be conducted via web meetings.
• Approved the Drainage Improvement Projects Bid Proposal from Zephyr for $99,397.
• Approved the Election Committee Members: Karen Dobson, Chair, Sharon Ferguson, Jean Fields,
Leona Klein and Art Weatherly.
• Approved the distribution of the letter to PUD 1.
Upcoming meetings are:
1. Meet the Candidates Forum – Zoom Meeting, Sunday, May 3, 2020, 3pm.
2. Board Meeting – Clubhouse or Zoom, Monday, May 18, 2020, 6pm.
3. Annual Meeting – Web Meeting, Sunday, June 7, 2020, 3pm.

March 2020 Financial Report
Operations Income
Actual: $180,709
Operations Expenses
Actual: $185,617
Operations Net income
Actual: ($ 4,907)
Less Loan Expense income:
($ 6,347)
Adjusted Operation income:
($ 11,254)

Budget: $208,949
Budget: $196,882
Budget: $ 12,067

Reserve Income
Reserve Expenses
Reserve Net Income

Budget: $28,857
Budget: $ 0
Budget: $28,857

Account Balances
Operating Funds:
Contingency Funds:
Debt Service Account Funds:
CH Assessment Reserve:
Reserve Funds:

Actual: $27,178
Actual: $ 0
Actual: $27,178
$ 94,909
$ 9,848
$ 9,444
$ 10,484
$551,559

Parcel Summary
AGYC Lots for Sale
15
AGYC Common Area Lots
27
Private lots in good standing
509
Private lots delinquent
19
Alderbrook Properties, LLC lots
147
Photo courtesy of
Total 717
Colleen McEachin
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Foremast Team
Julie Hinman, Kelly Holtz, Mary
Gin Kennedy, Chuck Piazza,
Glenda Stone
Glenda Stone, Advertising
57glendas@gmail.com
Submission DEADLINE:
No later than the
22nd of each month
If you would like to place an ad in
the Foremast, please contact Glenda
Stone. If you have a name, address
or phone number change, would
like an event to be included in the
monthly calendar or have other
questions, please contact Mary Gin
Kennedy, 206-853-1649.
Note: This newsletter contains
material submitted by third parties.
Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club
cannot be held responsible for any
illegality arising from error,
omission or inaccuracy in such
material.
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“Zoom In” to the “Meet the Candidates Forum” on Sunday, May 3, at 3pm
By Sharon Ferguson, Chair of the Nominating Committee

When your Nominating Committee started looking for members interested in running for
the two Board of Directors positions, we had no idea our world would be so upside down
and the opportunity to get together to meet and ask questions of those running would not
be available to us.
Before the shutdown, four qualified members were running for the two open Board positions. However, Shawn
Ball has decided to withdraw his candidacy, leaving us with three candidates: Bill Holtz, Michael Johnston and
Pete Wall. With the Stay Home, Stay Healthy order still in place, the opportunity to meet in person is no longer
available to us.
Introducing Zoom, an electronic application allowing our members, in the comfort of their own
homes, to participate and ask questions of the candidates. The HOA will use Zoom for the
“Meet the Candidates Forum” on Sunday, May 3, at 3pm. To facilitate an informative forum,
please send your candidate questions, in advance, to our General Manager, Claire Richmond, at
gm@alderbrookgolf.com. You will also have an opportunity to submit questions, via the Zoom
“chat” function, on the day of the forum.
How do you use Zoom? You just need a computer, tablet or smartphone with a built-in web camera to
participate with Zoom. The day before the meeting (Saturday, May 2) an email blast with a link to the Zoom
app, a meeting number, and a password will be sent out. On Sunday, May 3, please log in a few minutes before
3pm by clicking on the Zoom app link and entering the meeting number and password. Once logged in, you will
join others at your virtual 2020 “Meet the Candidates Forum.” That’s how easy it is to join us from the comforts
of your own home. Then just sit back, listen, ask questions if you wish, and get to know the three candidates
running for the Board.
Learn more about each of the three candidates by reading their candidate statements in this issue of the Foremast
(pp. 4-6). Don’t forget to send in your questions to our General Manager by no later than Saturday, May 2. The
Nominating Committee looks forward to your participation via Zoom on Sunday, May 3, at 3pm.

Voter Packets for the
HOA Annual Meeting
Voter packets containing a cover letter, the
ballot and the candidate statements will be
mailed out by the Election Committee to all
AGYC members in good standing (one vote
per lot) by May 8. Ballots must be received
by the Election Committee at PO Box 42,
Union, WA 98592 by Friday, June 5, or they
may be dropped off at the drop box outside
the AGYC Business Office by 5pm on Friday, June 5. The meeting will be held remotely as a Zoom meeting.

Reminder: Annual Payment of the
Roads & Drainage Special Assessment
For those AGYC members who decided to pay the
Roads & Drainage Special Assessment annually instead
of monthly or as a lump sum, this is a reminder that the
second installment of the assessment of $777 is due on
June 1, 2020, and must be paid no later than June 25,
or monthly late fees apply. You may pay the assessment
by check or credit card (with a 3% surcharge) or it will
be automatically billed to and deducted from your
June statement.
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT
Hello, I am Bill Holtz. Born in 1957 to parents that owned movie theaters and later a cocktail
lounge, I spent my formative years in Sacramento, California. With my three brothers, we
played a lot of baseball, and were tutored in the virtue and honor of public service. My father
was a city councilman, and always put the community, and his children’s education ahead
of himself.
I have earned three degrees; a bachelor of arts in Economics, a Masters of Business Administration with a
Finance concentration, and a bachelor of science in Accounting. Although never becoming a licensed CPA,
I did pass the CPA test, scoring in the top 2%.
My work career started with managing my parent’s cocktail lounge and restaurant while I was in college. I
had other jobs in accounting and finance during this period. While in graduate school I worked in the
California Energy Commission where I forecast electricity prices. In December, 1988, I became a paralegal/
auditor for the California Department of Justice in the Consumer Fraud section (3 years). My 32 years with
DOJ included positions as budget analyst/manager (4 years), organizational auditor (1 year), contracts and
purchasing manager (5 years), departmental services manager (procurement, facilities, telecommunication,
training, warehousing, print shop) (12 years). In the 7 years since my retirement, I have continued to work for
the DOJ as a conflict of interest and ethics training filing officer and program developer. My career at DOJ has
taught me skills in the management and effective operation of large operations and a diverse workforce.
My wife Kelly and I have been married for 10 years, and between us have 6 kids and 10 grandkids. We
moved to AGYC and Union WA in 2016, and have loved every minute of it. Both of us feel it is important to
be involved in the community, and have done just that. I currently chair both the AGYC Finance and Strategic
Planning Committees, and am a member in the Hood Canal Lions club, the AGYC Men’s Club, and am the
current Commodore of the AGYC Yacht Club. We plan to spend the rest of our lives here at AGYC, so have a
vested interest in the future of our HOA and community. We love the natural beauty, the variety of activities,
and most importantly the people that live here. The many friends we have made here are a constant blessing
and something I am committed to protect.
As Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee, I stand by the new Strategic Plan just adopted in December,
2019. It is comprised of three primary objectives. First, achieving financial security by ensuring the reserve
fund is adequately funded and managed. Second, the maintenance and showcasing of the golf course as the
anchor to the community. Lastly, the development of a Master Plan for the community to plan and execute the
details to protect open spaces, ensure ongoing beautification projects, create useable strategies for our amenities in the future, and to support future plans to serve a growing community with changing demographics. As
Chair of the Finance Committee, I have been dedicated to the first of these objectives. It is critically important
to protect and smartly use our reserve funds, and do everything we can to pay down our current loans before
taking on any new projects or capital expenditures.
In deciding to run for the Board here at AGYC, I am committed to the future of our great community. First
of all, we have to get past the current health crisis. Every decision must emphasize protection of our neighbors
and the assets of the Association. I have worked with our current Board and our GM to do just that. We all
know there will be some pieces of the current community structure that will need creative and new ideas to
get back on our feet so that all residents can enjoy and rely on the AGYC association to protect and enhance
their lives and investment. We will get through the current crisis, and will continue to look forward to a
bright future.
Bill Holtz
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CANDIDATE STATEMENT
My name is Michael S. Johnston and I am running for re-election to the AGYC board of
directors. I have served on the board since 2017. Prior to my election I was an active member in
the Alderbrook community by volunteering for several committees. In addition I have served 3
years with the Yacht Club and 5 years as Men's Club Captain. Last October I was elected Men's
Club President.
My formal education includes the following colleges and universities:
El Camino College
UCLA
Embry-Riddle University
California State University

1971-73
1973-75
1976-78
1979

AA Degree

While serving US Army
BA Degree (History)

In my youth, I served 3 years in the U. S. Army and 29 years with the Federal Aviation Administration as an air
traffic controller.
After retiring from the FAA, I volunteered to perform patrol duties with the Los Angeles County Sheriff
department. From 2009 until our move to Alderbrook in 2013, I accumulated over 3000 volunteer hours and
was selected as the 2011 volunteer of the Year.
During my first 3 years on the board I have enjoyed serving as your Corporate Secretary and Vice President.
I would like to continue to serve the AGYC community. I believe I am an open minded individual and I feel
decision making and communications within Alderbrook can only get better with people who are willing to
discuss differing viewpoints, and together make decisions for the overall good of the AGYC community.

What’s Happening
Around Alderbrook?

Walking on the cart paths when
the golf course is open for play
will no longer be allowed after
May 5 when the course reopens.
Here Dave and Carla Morrow,
with Finley, enjoy a stroll on a
beautiful April day.

Coring is underway on April 29 to investigate
the cause of the stress cracks in the pavement
between the two Spinnaker intersections on
Beach Drive.

Photos courtesy of Michael Johnston,
Mark Maxfield and John Von Lossow

Looking through the trees at
the #7 fairway is a reminder
that heaven seems a little closer
when you live at Alderbrook.
5

AGYC Foremast

May 2020

CANDIDATE STATEMENT

Peter J. Wall

911 E. Manzanita Drive
Union, WA.
98592
wabulkhead@yahoo.com

Board of Directors Candidacy Statement
At the urging and encouragement of friends and associates at Alderbrook Golf and Yacht Club (AGYC), I am
pleased to submit my name as a candidate for the AGYC Board of Directors.
The AGYC is unique and for me, a highly appreciated environment. The opportunities for engagement in the
community, its activities, and support for those in need is to be treasured. The community is experiencing
change. . . it is for us, its members to manage this change for the betterment of all. We are challenged by
growth with its increased demands on our physical assets, age diversity, increased regulation, both external and
internal, and the necessity to address the needs of our aging infrastructure. These challenges, combined with a
transition to a new accounting system present an opportunity to shape and guide the HOA to a future that provides it with financial stability, preservation of existing infrastructure and ability to anticipate and address the
future community needs necessitated by increased density and diversity of individual interest.
Your consideration of my candidacy is appreciated.

Experience
1985 – 2012
•
•
•

Facilities Management
Budget Control
Customer Service

1980 – 1985
•

•
•

Project Planning
Public and Board Interaction

Commercial Real Estate Broker, Seattle

Specialized in Sales Lease Back

2015 – Present
•
•
•
•

School Facilities and Construction Director, Bellevue and Tacoma School Districts

AGYC Committees / Activities

Roads and Drainage ad hoc
Emergency Preparedness
Finance
Yacht Club - Past Commodore

•
•
•
•
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Green Committee
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The AGYC Face Mask Brigade

By Mary Gin Kennedy, Foremast Team
In the COVID-19 era, face masks are the latest fashion accessory, a symbol of containing the coronavirus and
the new public normal. In April, the Centers for Disease Control recommended wearing face masks in public
where other social distancing measures are hard to do and continuing to maintain six-foot social distancing to
slow the spread of the virus.
Fortunately, AGYC is a creative and giving community. In January, a group produced 500 pairs of mittens
for koala bears whose paws were burned in the Australian bushfires. In April, the unofficial "AGYC Face
Mask Brigade" sprang into action to make several hundred non-medical fabric masks for Love INC, health
care providers and their family members, nursing homes, senior centers, work colleagues and the AGYC
community. Each was made with TLC. Penny Warren sent some of hers as far away as New York City
and California.
The members of the Face Mask Brigade include Dee Bishop, Ginger Bridwell, Linda Byars, Carol Dunsire,
Bill Freitas, Kelly Holtz, Deborah Nedelcove, Martha Pauley, Carol Sroke, Glenda Stone and Penny Warren.
Part of the challenge of making masks was getting supplies. Many thanks to those who donated elastic and
material. Masks made by the Face Mask Brigade are available for AGYC members at no charge at the
Clubhouse. If you need a mask, send an email to GM Claire Richmond to arrange to pick one up. For the
foreseeable future, don't leave home without wearing one!

If you need a face mask, email the Business Office
(gm@alderbrookgolf.com) to arrange to pick one up,
courtesy of the Face Mask Brigade.

There is a face mask for almost every taste.
Ginger Bridwell's selection of stylish blue
face masks is among the possibilities
available for the AGYC connoisseur.
Penny Warren made many of her masks
from quilt scraps.

Deborah Nedelcove's husband
Ben Hicks, left, models one of
her face masks.

Linda Byars, above, stitches a face mask in
her dining room on April 14. Each face
mask included a hidden pocket to add a
filter for added protection.

Photos courtesy of Ginger Bridwell, Linda
Byars, Deborah Nedelcove
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From the Green Superintendent—Chad Johnson
Here's an inside look at what's been happening on the golf course since Governor Inslee's Stay
Home/Stay Healthy order closed the golf course on March 28. For starters, we have had the
absolute best spring weather I can remember in recent years. The golf course has awakened from
its winter hibernation, and the grass is flourishing. The goal of our skeleton maintenance crew
has been to keep the golf course in as close-to-performance shape as possible so that on May 5
when golfing, with restrictions, is allowed we can hit the links running.
Many AGYC members have wondered what will happen without spring aeration of the greens. The beautiful
thing about this spring is that we have minimal compaction on the greens primarily due to the mild winter. Lack
of snow covering, flooding and golf traffic has resulted in greens that will only need "venting" to maintain their
performance and vitality until September. Venting is a process where a solid tine smaller than a pencil is pushed
into the greens canopy. This results in zero plugs being pulled and minimal sand that is easily watered in. We
routinely vent the greens once a month during June, July and August. The process is unobtrusive to golfers and
does not disrupt play and the playability of the putting surfaces.
In April, the irrigation system was charged, and the bugs and kinks are currently being worked out. As we
move into May and June, some light aeration of the tee boxes is possible if venting is not enough to break up
the compaction. This will be done on a tee-by-tee basis depending on need. Some light topdressing could occur
on the fairways until June 1, which is normal, and some spot aeration of troublesome hydrophobic areas
(localized dry spots) is also a possibility. Additionally, some light aeration and topdressing of the roughs is a
strong possibility. None of this work will disrupt play. Ground Under Repair (GUR) work will resume once the
staffing levels are back to normal.
Golf course grasses go through "spring training" just like baseball players do. The key to a spectacular spring
golfing season is the work that was done in the fall and winter. We are reaping those rewards right now. As we
move into summer, the health and vitality of the course will continue to thrive. The course is being mowed to
emphasize health and to prepare for the start of the season. We're strictly adhering to the mowing schedule
recommended by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America.
This is our first and hopefully last pandemic. I strongly feel that what is being done on the course will give us
the very best chance of capturing all that we have been accustomed to in the past, if not better. As stated earlier,
the golf course is in terrific shape and will be ready and waiting for you on May 5.
Finally, the bocce courts at the Wickiup will maintained once staffing levels are normal and events are
back on the calendar. The Pointe is being mowed weekly, and mowing will be ramped up once normal
operations resume.

Feel free to email me at greensuper@alderbrookgolf.com if you have any questions, or need any lawn advice
or just need some witty conversation. We are all in this together and, as a united AGYC family, nothing can
stop us.

The golf course is ready
and waiting for AGYC
golfers on May 5.

Photo courtesy of Julie Hinman
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From the Head Golf Professional—Sam Smith
WE’RE BACK! Golf at Alderbrook, and the rest of Washington, will resume on Tuesday, May
5. I’m sure you’re all just as excited as Asst. Pro Grant Cation and I are to be back to some form
of normalcy! I’ve listed the most pertinent regulations that we have been given (below), but I
wanted to hit on a few other topics that might be of some use, too.
Tee times will be twosomes, and we don’t know when that will change. We are planning for it to
last the month of May. If we’re allowed to move to more players, we will implement that as
quickly as we can. With that being said, here are a few tips on making tee times so that it easier
on you and our staff. We have blocked the tee sheet to reflect that there are only two spots available per tee
time. The online tee sheet is available, and members are granted access to tee times 14 days in advance, as
opposed to the seven days that the general public is allowed.
If you are booking a tee time for either Men’s Club or Ladies Club, you will need to either call the Golf Shop,
or email me at headpro@alderbrookgolf.com. If you choose to email, please indicate the day, preferred time
and name of your playing partner. This will make it easier for me to respond quickly and efficiently. Ladies
Club will have tee times set aside on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 to 11am and the Men’s Club will have
Wednesdays and Fridays at the same time.
Scores played need to be posted for handicap purposes. If you need assistance, please contact the Golf Shop.
We have eliminated as many “Touch Points” as possible, such as rakes and benches, and will sanitize the ones
we cannot remove. Our goal is to give the membership, their guests and the golfing public the safest and most
enjoyable experience we possibly can. Again, below are the most pertinent regulations. Please call or email me
if you have any questions!
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Golfers must make tee times online at www.alderbrookgolfclub.com or by calling the Golf Shop at
(360) 898-2560, ext. 1, and must pre-pay for green fees, cart fees and range balls with a credit or
debit card. No cash transactions are allowed.
Groups will be composed of two players, unless all players in the group are from the same household, in which case they can play as a threesome or foursome.
Carts are available and only one player per cart is allowed unless both golfers are from the same
household. Carts will be on a first-come, first-served basis and will be sanitized after each use.
There will be a maximum of two customers in the Golf Shop and only one person in the restrooms
at any one time.
Social distancing must observed while in the Golf Shop or on the course, including interactions with
staff, in accordance with the guidance received from Governor Inslee's office.
To safeguard everyone's health, all visitors to the Golf Shop and the restrooms must wear masks.
Players may not touch the flagstick for any reason and may not retrieve the ball from the hole with
their hands. We will install a new “E-Z Lyft” touchless golf balls retrieval system in every cup to
eliminate the need for players to touch the flagstick or the hole.
Golfers may not show up more than 30 minutes prior to their tee times and must adhere to the
acceptable social distancing measures of no less than six feet between players at any time.
After their round, golfers must immediately leave the course to eliminate congestion or gathering on
the property or in the parking lot.
Click https://wagolf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Golfing-Restart-Requirements_Final.pdf for a
full list of requirements and guidelines for golf courses, as set forth by the Governor's office.

Be Safe! We’ll get through this!
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Men’s Club News By Mark Maxfield

NEWS FLASH – Governor Inslee has opened golf as of May 5. Obviously, it won’t be with the style and competitive grace that we are accustomed to, but it certainly is a start, and it gets us out of the house. I’m sure you
have heard by now there were several restrictions placed on golf. The one that really affects us is the twoperson play rule. This rule eliminates all the “games” that we participate in. It also spreads out the number of
tee times. It is imperative that you call the Golf Shop to get paired up with someone to play with.
As far as the Men’s Club activities go, they will continue to be suspended until the Governor is able to allow
groups of 50 people or more to congregate. I don’t see that happening any time soon. Your Men’s Club officers
will be discussing and planning some creative ideas for future competitions when things do loosen up on social
distancing.
What I personally miss the most from this pandemic are the personal connections with the many wonderful
people who live in the Alderbrook community. I just feel so isolated right now. While playing golf, I really
enjoy the joking, complaining and ribbing we give one another. I’m looking forward to the day we can get back
to playing in foursomes, playing our silly competitive games, and sharing our “joys of victory” or “agonies of
defeat” over a cool refreshment afterwards. In the meantime, let’s get back out playing the game we love, keep
our social distancing, follow the rules that are in place and continue to be healthy. We should be proud of how
we have all handled ourselves during this life event. Keep it up!
Finally, Lee Trevino's words of wisdom, “There are two things you can do with your head down – play golf
and pray."

Anticipation: "The idea of waiting for something makes it
more exciting." – Andy Warhol

In desperation, Men's Club Secretary Mark
Maxfield tees up on a new, developing hole
at Alderbrook.

Photos courtesy of Mark Maxfield
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Ladies Club News By Glenda Stone

57glendas@gmail.com

I am loving this beautiful spring weather and look forward to getting back on the
course even though we will be handling things very differently for the foreseeable
future. Ladies Club has a block of tee times reserved on our regular Tuesday and
Thursday mornings, and, although we won’t be able to experience the exhilaration of a
shotgun start and the possibility of a winning day, we can still get out on the course and
golf. Okay. I exaggerate about the shotgun start, but it is part of the game. Ladies Club
members, please do reserve your tee times at least 24 hours prior to Tuesday and/or
Thursday golf to help with optimizing golf for everyone.
While golf is starting later than usual, and we have restrictions in place, that doesn’t mean we can’t still have
some fun. We are working on the annual Rhododendron Tournament, incorporating changes that need to be
made to still have a fun golf outing while maintaining distancing guidelines. Stay tuned for more information!
Captain’s Cup will start in early June on schedule. If you have not participated in Captain’s Cup, this is your
year to give it a try. My first year golfing at AGYC I signed up. Although I was very nervous being a new
golfer and all, I had a wonderful time and met and spent time with a lovely Ladies Club member I may not
otherwise have had the opportunity to golf with. I encourage you to sign up. You have nothing to lose! Well
okay maybe the game but not the fun, or meeting new friends, and enjoying the weather and the splendor of
our AGYC golf course.
Penny Shelton (left) and Colleen McEachin
demonstrate proper social distancing technique
on Non-Opening Day of the Ladies Club 2020
golf season on April 7.
Photo courtesy of Sharon Ferguson

The Building and Architectural Committee
By Rhonda Westover, Chair of the Building and Architectural Committee
The Building and Architectural (B&A) Committee’s regular monthly meeting was held
electronically, via Zoom, on Monday, April 13. After approving the meeting minutes from the
March 9, 2020, regular meeting, the Committee reviewed the status of pending projects under Old Business.
The committee then considered New Business at 1670 E Manzanita Drive (greenhouse addition, screening
fence, and a landscape plan), 121 E Country Club Drive W (new home expired permit reissued), 791 E Country
Club Drive E (house paint color review at member request), 20 E Blackberry Court (new deck and fence), 41 E
Susan Court (repaint home), and 331 E Susan Lane (repaint home).
A Special Meeting of the B&A Committee was held, via Zoom, on Friday, April 24. The committee approved
projects at 932 E Country Club Drive E (work and improvements to front porch), 170 E Flaggwood Lane
(installation of hot tub), 140 E Flaggwood Lane (storage shed and cart barn), and 81 E Vine Maple Lane
(storage shed and cart barn).
The next regularly scheduled B&A Commitee meeting is Monday, May 11, 2020, at 2pm with the Zoom app.
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New AGYC Members

Bin 106 Curbside Wine Service

It's a Match. You and wine love each other!

A warm welcome to our new AGYC members who
joined us last month.

• From Pinot Grigio, Rosé, Cabernet, Malbec,
Red Blends to Sparkling Wines from around the
world - we have you covered!
• Place orders with Kerry Myers (live person!)
Monday-Friday from 10am-4pm
• Pick up orders Wednesday-Friday from 12-4pm
(flexible with time)
• Complement your wine with our Sip & Snack
take-out (gourmet food selections)
• Pre-paid orders preferred/we accept Visa, MC,
Discover & cash
• Wines are subject to change based on availability
• Buy a mixed case and receive 10% discount!
Must be 21+ to order and pick up wine

Randy and Kathy Baertschiger
50 E Michelle Drive
Union, WA 98592
Christopher Brome
170 E Flaggwood Lane
Union, WA 98592
John and Kathy Butterly
110 E Blackberry Lane
Union, WA 98592
Steven Esquivel
30 E Dorothy Court
Union, WA 98592

We are not able to process payments and take
orders online yet - however please call us at
360-898-3200 or email cameo@hctc.com to place
your order. We cannot allow customers inside the
shop, but we will happily walk the wine out to our
designated pick-up table with masks and gloves on
for safety precautions. To learn more about our
curbside wine service and menu, visit our website
at cameoboutique.com! Cheers from your Cameo
Wine Team!

Byron E and Mary Ann Johnson
190 E Blackberry Lane
Union, WA 98592
Daniel and Kathleen Nicholsen
160 E Country Club Drive E
Union, WA 98592
Joseph and Kari Wittgens
140 E Eastwood Lane
Union, WA 98592
Address Change
Jeffrey and Lynda Schwindt
60 E Dogwood Lane
Union, WA 98592

Check Out Our Collection of April Memes
in Foremast Extras
Thanks to all the shutterbugs who sent in amusing and
uplifting photos showing how you and your family
entertained yourselves in April. You can see the results
in this month's Foremast Extras.

Photo courtesy of Jerry Otto
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Yacht Club, Bill Holtz, Commodore
As we continue to sail in unknown and dangerous waters, we have unfortunately had to
cancel our first two Yacht Club events in March and April, and we will have to also cancel the
scheduled May event, too. The Yacht Club officers and I agreed that the health and safety of
our members is too important to risk for a potluck gathering of 120+ people. Although I am
saddened by our inability to get together and share nautical stories and the latest in stabilizer
technology, we are heartened by the slow reopening of our country, state and local community.
We are thankful to all of our medical personnel, first responders and the AGYC Board of
Directors and General Manager for doing all they can to keep us safe and our powder dry.
Soon we will once again be sailing smoothly.

One of the consequences of the stay-at-home order is the advances in our computer literacy. Seems like we
have all become familiar with Zoom and have learned alternative ways of staying in touch. I have been playing
around with some potluck-worthy dishes while in sequester and have been contemplating a recipe-sharing
activity among Yacht Club members that will help us get ready for the day that we are once again enjoying
each other’s company in person. Details to follow over the next couple weeks.
In the meantime, keep your thoughts positive, and dream of the day our yachts can once again sail into the
Clubhouse and Wickiup.

April 30 Special Board of Director’s Meeting
Left, Tim Micek, President of the
Board of Directors, (top row,
center) presides over a special
Board meeting on April 30 to
discuss opening the golf course to
outside (public) play on May 5.
After Board discussion and input
from AGYC members who were
"Zooming in" to the meeting, the
Board voted 6-0 to allow the
public to play in accordance
with the various golfing
restrictions put in place by
Governor Inslee's office.

Right, Board of Directors member
Ron Warren listens to the discussion
about opening the golf course to the
public on April 30.

Photos courtesy of Mary Gin Kennedy
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Are You in Need of Assistance While Sheltering in Place?

By Eileen Baumgardner, Chair of the Emergency Planning Advisory Committee
Last month, we outlined a procedure to provide neighbor-helping-neighbor assistance
in the event we have community members that are housebound and in need of some
help getting supplies. The procedure outlined last month relied on the Business Office
to do the coordination. However, with the closure of the Business Office, the
procedure requires some updating.
Are you in housebound and in need of assistance? Place your order with your favorite Shelton or Belfair
grocery store (Fred Meyer, Walmart, Safeway, QFC) or pharmacy following the store’s ordering procedures.
Let them know that another individual will be picking up the order for you. Contact Eileen Baumgardner at
360-898-0292. She will put you in touch with a neighbor that is willing to assist you by picking up and delivering your order. The supplies will be left outside your front door so you are not at risk of unnecessary exposure.
Are you willing to help out your neighbors by doing a “grocery run” to pick-up and deliver an online order? If
so, please send an email to Eileen at evbaumgardner@gmail.com. She will contact you if the need arises. You
will be asked to drop off the supplies at the requestor’s front door. Thanks in advance with your willingness to
help as long as we need to stay home to stay safe.

Community Announcements -- Scams
Some Hood Canal Communications (HCC) customers may have received an email in April claiming to be from
HCC, asking you to re-validate your inbox. This is an email scam. Do not click the re-validate button. Below
is a preview of the email. If you received this email, delete it immediately.

HCC also reminded customers to continue to stay alert to other internet or email scams and phishing or malware
attacks, which have proliferated as people are spending more time online while we are staying home. HCC recommends:
•
•
•
•

Use a strong and long (at least eight characters) password;
Double-check the address of the website or email address of the sender to make sure it's a trusted
website or a correct email address;
Don't open an attachment or click a link if you don't recognize the sender; and
Watch for and ignore pop-ups (saying you won something, like an Amazon gift card, or there's a
problems with your computer that needs to be fixed).
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A Reminder: Please Scoop That Dog Poop

By Lorie Bickford, Member of the Environment Committee.
Did you know that America's 83 million dogs produce some 10.6 million tons of poop
every year?
If you are a responsible dog owner, you're probably already conscientious about cleaning up
after your dog every time you're outside, a courtesy everyone appreciates, but it turns out that
approximately 40% of all dog owners don’t pick up after their dogs. As more and more people are out walking
with their pooches at Alderbrook, we are finding more and more dog poop left behind, especially on the golf
course. It's a disgusting situation.

We applaud going out for a walk with Fido for your daily exercise, but there's no excuse for not picking up your
dog poop along the way. Don't be a dog poop scofflaw. Our message is simple: "scoop the poop."
The best way to dispose of pet waste is to scoop it, bag it and place it in your trash. This removes the pollution
source and contains it in a landfill, which is designed to handle waste and where discharges are monitored.
Please don't leave your "deposit" in the garbage cans on the golf course for our maintenance crew to dispose of.
Since we are on septic systems here, you shouldn't flush pet waste down the toilet. Flushing it can exceed
the design capacity of septic systems and the high volumes of hair, not normally found in human waste, can
interfere with the system's functioning and clog drain fields. Composting is not a good idea either. Home
composters do not reach sufficient temperatures to kill many pathogens. Burying it or using a commercial
doggie septic system is not recommended for two reasons. (1) there is no evidence that either method works any
better than a broken septic system, which is a serious source of water pollution, and (2) it is against the law in
Mason County to bury solid waste, including pet feces.
Last spring, in the May and June issues of the Foremast, we published two articles explaining why it is so
important from an environmental and public health standpoint to pick up pet waste, specifically dog poop, and
how to safely dispose of it at Alderbrook. The bottom line is that dog poop is raw sewage. Classified as a toxic
waste by the EPA, it contains infectious agents like bacteria, parasites and even viruses that can make you and
your pup sick. As a nonpoint source of water pollution, dog poop is also a threat to our local streams, lakes,
groundwater and Hood Canal.
Cleaning up dog poop is an unpleasant chore, but please set a good example and always scoop and dispose of
pet waste at home in your own garbage can.

Pet waste belongs in your garbage. If you don't pick
up after "man's best friend," someone else will have
to do it for you. Here Diann Pape picks up trash on
one of her daily walks last month. Along with the
trash, she sees plenty of dog poop.

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Jean Morgan
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Organics Collection Site Now Open for Regular Season Hours
By Jeff Bickford, Chair of the Environment Committee

With everyone hunkering down in their homes during the COVID-19 virus emergency, many are taking
advantage of the opportunity to work outside in their yards. That means that many of you are likely generating
a small (or large) pile of yard debris that you need to get rid of. While the Organics Collection Site (OCS) was
originally scheduled to open in April, the ongoing emergency and the Governor's order led us to being cautious
about how and when we operate. The good news is that starting May 2 the OCS will open for its regular season
hours. This is the first Saturday of each month and every Monday from 10am to 12pm. Please note that this is
subject to change should conditions warrant such a change.
The Environment Committee, which staffs the site with volunteers, will use new guidelines in order to keep
themselves and our members safe. The biggest change you will notice is that we will allow only one vehicle at
a time into the unloading area. Therefore, you might experience a short wait before you are able to unload, but
this is for the health and safety of everyone. Additionally, staff will be wearing face masks, and we request that
those bringing debris to the OCS also wear masks. This will be the procedure until further notice.
As a reminder, the OCS only accepts clean yard debris including limbs, leaves, and brush. We are not able to
accept ivy, blackberry vines, scotch broom, grass trimmings or sod. Those items should be taken to the Union
Transfer Station located on McCreavy Road for disposal, or to one of the yard debris recycling/composting
companies located in Shelton.
The next meeting of the Environment Committee will be on Saturday, May 9, at 9am, remotely via Zoom.
For your convenience, here are the dates the OCS will be open in May:
Saturday, May 2
Monday, May 4
Monday, May 11
Monday, May 18
Monday, May 25 – Closed for Memorial Day

"Fluttering and dancing in
the breeze," in the words of
William Wordsworth, the
cheerful yellow daffodils are a
sure sign that spring has
arrived at Alderbrook.
Daffodils were planted at the
Memorial Garden and the
Wickiup last October by
eleven members of the
Environment Committee,
including Kevin and Barbara
Hoonan, left.

Photos courtesy of Jeff Bickford and Barbara Hoonan
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The moon shimmers in a bright halo of light on two nights in early April. On Sunday,
April 5, the moon (left), in the waxing gibbous phase, is almost 95% illuminated. Two
days later, the full moon, traditionally called a "Pink Moon" in April, is the largest and
fullest full moon of the year.
Photos courtesy of Teresa Araujo and Mark Maxfield

A Reminder from Your Building and Architectural Committee
By Rhonda Westover, Chair of the Building and Architectural Committee

With the Stay Home, Stay Safe order in Washington, and this incredible stretch of great weather, we’ve all
started planning and preparing for home projects to keep us busy.
Please remember, prior approval from the Building and Architectural (B&A) Committee is required for most
buildings, structures, storage sheds, cart barns, greenhouses, fences, screening, retaining walls, whole house
repainting, new or remodeled patios and decks, lot clearing, removing trees larger than 5 inches in diameter
(B&A or Tree Committee), new home landscaping and lot grading.
AGYC Policies & Procedures define the following terms:
•
•

•

Buildings are defined as any house, garage, carport, shed, deck, porch, or other outbuildings, such
as gazebos, greenhouses, etc.
Structures are defined as fences, walls, golf ball screens, arbors, light standards, flagpoles,
satellite dishes, above ground tanks, spas, or any other such external appliance foreign to the
natural landscape.
Clearing is defined as removal of any tree, with a butt diameter greater than five inches, from the
area outside of the construction boundaries. The construction boundaries are defined by a line ten
feet from the perimeter of any approved building, structure, septic system, driveway, or path.

If you have questions about your specific project, please contact any B&A Committee member (email or
phone contacts are in the AGYC directory) for additional information. The committee members are Chair
Rhonda Westover, Sharon Ferguson, Dennis Flannigan, Wayne Haesel, Rod Heidemann, Leona Klein, Rayni
Lambert and Larry Morris. Applications are available on the AGYC website, at the AGYC Business Office or
from any member of the B&A Committee.
The next regular meeting of the B&A Committee is Monday, May 11, at 2pm. Any AGYC member is
welcome to attend electronically with the Zoom app. If your project is under a time crunch, please complete an
application form and contact the committee chair by email at RhondaAtAlderbrook@gmail.com for assistance.
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Roads and Drainage Infrastructure Program Overview and Status Report
By Ken Goldblatt, Ad Hoc Volunteer Infrastructure Technical Manager

I thought this would be a good time to refresh everyone on what is involved in our Road & Drainage programs and to give
a bit of background to new members of our community.
BACKGROUND:
We own and manage 21 watersheds and nearly nine miles of roadways within our community. The AGYC subdivision
was originally developed in the mid-1960s with infrastructure developed in phases as various segments were completed.
A total of twelve (12) divisions was developed encompassing over 700 lots. The public work improvements were substantially completed by the early 1970s and by 2015 were approaching 50 years old with only limited preservation efforts. In
2016, a comprehensive Roads & Drainage Study was performed with ESA Associates, a local civil engineering firm, to
(1) assess the conditions of our roads and drainage systems; (2) identify drainage improvements needed to support the
eventual full build-out of our community; and (3) recommend necessary maintenance work that is needed to refresh our
roadway systems. In 2018, an updated Reserve Study reinforced the work of the 2016 R&D Study and included the sevenyear infrastructure program with a total value of $4.1M. Based on this information and after preparing a detailed
pro forma financial evaluation, AGYC members adopted a Special Assessment program at the beginning of FY 2019/20
that will generate roughly $2.6M over a five-year period. The remaining $1.5M would come from general reserve funds.
PILOT PROGRAM – YEAR 0 (FY 2018/19):
In the spring of 2019 (2nd half of FY 2018/19), a selected set of drainage and roadway improvement projects was
performed, primarily along E Vine Maple Lane roughly between E Manzanita Drive and E Michelle Drive. This allowed
the community to test-run the process of finalizing design documents, soliciting contractor bids, awarding the contracts,
performing the work and then learning from the experience. The lessons learned from this initial experience were
(1) actual escalation rates were outpacing projected inflation rates and putting pressure on performing the work within the
original/adjusted budget; (2) in order to manage the future project segments with tighter controls, we allowed ourselves
some flexibility regarding planned scope adjustments, including asphalt thicknesses and throttling of the originally
planned 100-year rainfall event calculations (depending on the drainage location); and (3) we allowed ourselves to drop
scope where re-evaluation identified that the work was not needed (examples include Fairway #1 drainage, Hemlock and
Manzanita crossings). We recognized that we had our work cut out for us to rein in the future project costs, but it was a
good thing to know that out of the chute. As this work was performed in advance of the Special Assessment, but was
specifically part of the overall infrastructure program, the costs were covered by the General Reserve fund, and we called
this initial effort Year 0.
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM – YEAR 1 (FY 2019/20):
The adopted Special Assessment program was initiated during the budget approval for FY 2019/20 and covered the five
years from July 2019 thru June 2024. The $2.1M Special Assessment roughly projected an annual collection rate of
$420K. Because many members elected to make payments on an annual and/or total basis, $766K has been collected as of
April 7, 2020. Thus, we identified a selected set of future projects whose performance could be accelerated into earlier
timeframes. FY 2019/20 had a planned expenditure of $342K for the first-year batch of projects. FY 2019/20 projects
were substantially completed in the fall of 2019.

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM – YEAR 2 (FY 2020/21):
The total planned expenditure for Year 2 projects is $574K. Of this total, $310K worth of FY 2020/21 projects have been
tagged for accelerated completion during the spring and summer of 2020; these are being referred to as Phase I. Additional
Phase II projects have been identified that will be performed either in late 2020 or early 2021. (For the listing of Phase II
projects, refer to the March 2020 Infrastructure Dashboard included in the April Foremast, page 12.)
FUTURE YEARS:
We will continue to monitor the availability of Special Assessment funds in order to adjust the project timing to our
benefit. At the current rate of progress, it is anticipated that the drainage projects will be completed within a four-year
period (originally targeted for five years) while the road projects will likely remain on a seven (7) year pace.
PROGRESS UPDATES:
Update information is provided monthly at the Board of Directors meetings and in the Foremast. Progress updates will
continue to be uploaded on the AGYC website at www.alderbookgolfclub.com, accessible through the Home Page link for
the Roads & Drainage Infrastructure Program.
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AGYC INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM

DASHBOARD

APR-2020
as of 4/15/20

0

1M

2M

3M

4M

R+D Special Assessment Funds Received

2.56 M (special assessment total collections)

766K (as of 4/7/20)
R+D Expenditures (To-Date Actual & Projection)

Total reserve spending for R+D projects: 4.1M

(470K Actual / 580K Projected*includes work performed FY 18/19, 19/20 & 20/21-PH I)
NEXT DRAINAGE PROJECTS
E COUNTRY CLUB E STORM DRAIN (Proj. 4)
Storm runoff from the 17th fairway flows
north and floods lots 64 & 63. E CC East
serves as a barrier to this drainage. This
scope will begin piping on the northern edge
of 17 fairway, run between lots 63 & 62, thru
Virginia Ct, across E CC East, between lots
14 & 15 to the north of the roadway and
then discharge onto the private property
to the north; so it can flow to an existing
drainage swale. Utility relocates are needed.
(select tree removals are needed)
E WESTWOOD LN E STORM DRAIN (Proj. 1)
Ponding routinely occurs adjacent to the
17 tee area and spills over to lots 102 &
103 due to low, flat terrain, with no
natural outlet. This scope will install piping
from a new CB#1 and run between
lots 103 & 102, acrioss the cul-de-sac and
then westerly down the south side of
E Westwood Ln E, to the area next to the
existuing water tank.
Some limited grading west of lot 99, to
better manage historical ponding.
OTHER ACTIVE PROJECTS
Beach Drive Sta 26+50 Investigation
Country Club E (Beach to Manzanita) Overlay
Clubhouse/18 Pond

Soil borings will be scheduled to characterize subsurface conditions
ESA is preparing final plans & will be going out to bid
ESA will develop plan to eliminate water loss problem

PROGRESS DURING REPORT PERIOD (10/11-4/13):
NEXT STEPS
x Finalize award of ESA Addendum no. 5
o East CCE storm drain installation
x Complete Drainage design Westwood & CCE
o East Westwood Ln E storm drain installation
x Solicit Drainage bid for 20/21, Ph 1 work
o Design docs for CCE overlay (Beach-Manzanita)
x Prepare Exec & Q&A info sheets for Beach Drive o Pre-con meeting with Aspect/PUD/HCC/AGYC
x Monitor Special Assessment cash flows to
o Soil drilling on Beach Drive (Btwn Spinnaker)
identify next available work opportunities
o Design docs for VM overlay (5+00 to Hemlock)
x Prepare Foremast & Dashboard updates
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Official Calendar for May 2020
Saturday, May 2: Virtual Coffee Hour with the GM at 11am on Zoom. See the April 29 email blast for sign-in information.
Sunday, May 3: Meet the Candidates Forum at 3pm on Zoom. See the April 30 email blast for sign-in information.
Tuesday, May 5: The golf course reopens.
Tuesday, May 5: Finance Committee meeting at 4pm on Zoom. Watch for an email blast with sign-in information.
Friday, May 8: Voter packets for the Annual Homeowners Association (HOA) meeting will be mailed out to all AGYC members
in good standing and must be returned by June 5.
Saturday, May 9: Environment Committee meeting at 9am on Zoom. Watch for an email blast with sign-in information.
Saturday, May 9: Virtual Coffee Hour with the GM at 11am on Zoom. Watch for an email blast with the sign-in information.
Monday, May 11: Building and Architectural Committee meeting at 2pm on Zoom. Watch for an email blast with
sign-in information.
Saturday, May16: Virtual Coffee Hour with the GM at 11am on Zoom. Watch for an email blast with the sign-in information.
Monday, May 18: Monthly Board of Directors meeting at 6pm. Watch for details.
Saturday, May 23: Virtual Coffee Hour with the GM at 11am on Zoom. Watch for an email blast with the sign-in information.
Saturday, May 30: Virtual Coffee Hour with the GM at 11am on Zoom. Watch for an email blast with the sign-in information.
Sunday, June 7: The Annual HOA meeting at 3pm on Zoom. Watch for an email blast with sign-in information.
NOTES: Other committees may meet in May. If you are interested in attending, please check with the committee chair or watch for
an email blast.
The Organics Collection Site will be open on Saturday, May 2, and on all Mondays in May from 10am to 12pm except for
Memorial Day, Monday, May 25.
The regular monthly calendar, Save the Dates column, party bridge results and advertisements will return when AGYC resumes
normal operations.

The Board of Directors uses Zoom
to conduct the well-attended April
20 Board meeting presided over
by President Tim Micek.
General Manager Claire
Richmond held three Virtual
Coffees with the GM in April
using Zoom, and the Building and
Architectural Committee also met
via Zoom.

Photo courtesy of Mary Gin Kennedy
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